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LETTERS, &c. 


LETTER I 


ae Feb, I 129-30. 


-Pepe Madam, 


1 | 4 OU, who are miſtreſs of fo angch 


philoſophy, are excuſable for 


fancying that, now the ceremony of 
our reception is over, I may be com- 
| T poſed enough to give you ſome account 
of the place my rambling planet has 
Z thrown me into; but for me, who 
j have ſtrong paſſions, and that inſepa- 
Frable companion of them, weak rea- 


Yon, I cannot fo ſoon forget my friends 


B 


* 
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nd 
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and country, but am (notwithſtanding 
the maſk I wore before my departure) 
feeling thoſe paſſions with a double 


force that were reſtrained in the fatal 
hour of ſeparation. However as, I 
know, your good-nature (though you 
have no other notion of theſe female 
infirmities than to pity them in 


your friends) will make allowances 
for me, I will venture to give 


you ſome deſcription of perſons and 
things as they at preſent appear to me. 


Of the firſt I can only judge by 


ſight, for the ſhort time I have been 


here has not let me learn the language 


enough to have any converſation ; ſo I 


can only ſay of the people, they are 


ſtrong made, of a middle ſtature, and 
rather handſome than otherwiſe; but, 
I think, they have not much expreſſion 
in their faces. As to Peterſburgh, 
it 1s pleaſantly ſituated on a fine 

: river 


. 


1 
88 
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„„ 
river called the Neva; in regard to 
North, Eaſt, Weſt, or South, you 
muſt excuſe me, (though you would 
know exactly). It conſiſts of three 
iſlands; on one ſtands the Admiralty, 
from which it takes its name; alſo the 
ſummer and winter palaces. The ſe- 
cond is called Peterſburgh-iſland, in 
which are the citadel and a fine church, 
wherein is interred the body of your 
hero, Peter the Firſt, with his laſt em- 


_ preſs, Catherine, and ſeveral of his 


children*. The third is called Baſil's 


iſland, on which are the exchange, the 


market, and the courts of juſtice and 
trade (called here colleges) and other 


public buildings. Here the merchants 
were deſigned to live ; but though the 


houſes and ſtreets are very handſome, 


they are moſtly uninhabited, for the 
Admiralty-iſland is by much the moſt 


* All his ſucceſſors alſo have ſince been in- 


| terred there, except Peter III. 


B 2 -- popu- 


1 
populous. The winter- palace is ſmall*, 
built round a court, is far from hand- 
ſome, has a great number of little 
rooms ill-contrived, and nothing re- 
markable either in architecture, paint- 
ing, or furniture. The ſummer- palace 
is ſtill ſmaller, and in all reſpects 
mean, except the gardens, which are 


pretty (for this country, fine) with a 
good deal of ſhade and water. The 


beſt idea I can give you of it is Bough- 


ton. A mile from the town is the 
monaſtery of St. Alexander NewſkiF. 


It has fince been rebuilt by the empreſs 
Elizabeth, and is now very large and heavy. 
+ The duke of Montagu's ſeat in Northamp- 
tonſnire. | 
I In this convent are depoſited the pretended 
remains of that ſaint, for which the empreſs 
Elizabeth ordered à filver ſhrine to be made, 
which lies on a ſuperb monument, covered with 
filrer plates of a confiderable thickneſs. The 
body of the late Peter III. was expoſed 


there Tome days, to convince the people 
15 :- Wart 
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The legend of this faint I do not 


know, but the monaſtery was begun 
by Peter the Firſt, and will be very 
fine, 1f ever it 1s finiſhed ; and he in- 
ſtituted an order in honour of this 
ſaint, called by his name; it is the 
ſecond order, the ribbon red*. The 


river Neva runs cloſe to the gardens of 


that he had not ſuffered any violence, but ended 


his life naturally. He was afterwards privately 


interred there, 
* This order was indeed inſtituted by Peter EL 


but the czarina Catherine firſt cenfocend it in 


the year 1725. 


The two other orders are, that of St. Andrew, 
or the blue ribbon, the firſt and moſt honourable, 
inſtituted by Peter I. in 1698, in honour of St. 
Andrew, the patron of Ruſſia; and the third 
is a female order, founded by Peter I. in 
1714, in honour of his conſort Catherine, and 
from her named the order of St. Catherine, 

„ Theſe honours,” as Voltaire obſerves, 
e command reſpect, coſt the ſovereign nothing, 
e and flatter thoſe who receive them, without 


adding to their power.“ 
B 3 the 


1 
the monaſtery, and winds from the 
town in beautiful meanders, ſuch as 
your poetical genius would make a 
perpetual entertainment. There are 
many fine houſes in the town belong- 
ing to the nobility, but now, in the ab- 
ſence of the court, quite empty; moſt 
of them have pretty gardens; near 
one of theſe I am placed, where I 
often walk, and think on all I left be- 
hind - but you cry out, Away with 
weakneſs, and purſue your tale ;” and 
I ſigh, and obey—I am juſt returned 
from a ramble of a week; the company 
Mr. W. Mr. R. another gentleman, a 
lady, and myſelf. I wondered to hear 
our beds were to go, but was paſſive. 
We went the firſt day about twenty 


miles to ſee ſome paper-mills, but 


chiefly for the proſpect, which is in- 
deed delightful. There are no public 
houſes; the man who has the care of 
the works, entertains all ſtrangers, and 
2 has 
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has an allowance for it from the govern- 
ment. He gave us a very good ſup- 
per, and two empty rooms to lie in. 
Our lodging was ſtraw, and our beds 
were laid upon it; and this was our 
accommodation all the time we were 
out. The next day we went to Peter- 


hoff, a country-ſeat belonging to the 


czar. The palace is ſmall, and ſtands 
on a hill ſixty feet high, about half a 
mile from the ſea. The valley be- 
tween the palace and the ſea is covered 
with a thick wood, which is cut into 
walks and alleys intermixed with jet 
d' eaux and fountains. In the large viſto 


at the front of the palace is a canal that 


runs into the ſea; there are alſo ſeveral 


ſummer-houſes“ on the edge of the 


fea, The palace commands a proſ- 


One of theſe ſummer-houſes, famed for its 
curious painting, is diſtinguiſhed by the name 
of Mon plaiſir, My delight. 5 

4 pet 


1 


pect of the harbour of Cronſtadt, and 
the coaſt of Finland; here are ſome 
good pictures, but much ſpoiled for 
want of care xk. We are to ſet out for 
Moſcow ſoon, from whence you may 
expect more impertinence from, 


Dear Madam, 
Yours, &c. 


* Contiguous to the winter-palace (above- 
mentioned) the preſent empreſs has built a ſmall 
one, called The Hermitage; in which are two 
galleries of paintings lately purchaſed at an 
immenſe expence in Italy, with the richeſt 


crown (perhaps) in Europe, and in the ſceptre 


a diamond far larger than Pitt's, purchaſed by 
Prince Orlow in 1774 for about 120,0001. ſter- 
ling, and by him preſented to his ſovereign 
miſtreſs. | 
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LETTER 


| Moſcow, April 0. 
Dear dare 


A ECORDING to your commands, 

without preface, I ſhall give you 
ſome account of my journey from Pe- 
terſburgh to this place. We ſet out on 
the zth of March in ſledges; they are 
like a cradle, made of wood, and co- 
vered with leather. You he down on 
a bed dreſſed and covered with furs : 
they hold but one perſon, which makes 
it very diſagreeable, as you have no 
body to ſpeak to. We travelled night 
and day, and arrived here on the gth. 
You will fay, I ſkip over the journey 
very faſt; but what ſhall I ſay? Our 
accommodation was one little ſmoaky 
room, where we ſtopped to change 
horſes, 


6100 


horſes, and eat what we brought with 


us: the people were civil to the utmoſt 
of their power, but one really ſees hu- 


man nature ſo debaſed, and the poor 


wretches ſo low and poor, that they 
ſeem to have only the figures of hu- 
man creatures, Except at theſe cots, 
which are placed at proper diſtances 
for change of horſes, you ſeem to paſs 
through an uninhabited country, with 
not a town or houſe to be ſeen, but 
only thick woods, which, as they were 
covered with ſnow, was a pretty ro- 
mantic ſcene, and I often fancied the 
ſnow on ſtumps and ſhrubs formed all 
ſorts of figures ; I ſaw bears, wolves, 
nay beaus among the branches of the 
trees, and often "wiſhed for you there, 
as you might have found a frozen 
lover of wiew you need not have 


been afraid. I ſhould beg pardon for 


ſaying we came through no town, for 
Wo, we 
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z hill, on the bank of the Volga; the 
buildings are of wood, and very neat. 
I have not yet ſeen enough of this 
city where I now am, to give any de- 
ſcription of it. The emperor is 


3 ) 


ve paſſed through Novogrod * and 
TL weer. The firſt famous for the mo- 
gnaſtery of St. Anthony, who, as they 
tell you, came from Padua on a mill- 
ſtone, and brought treaſure enough to 
build this monaſtery. The town is 
mean, though large; the houſes all of 
wood, low, and little: the outſide of 
the monaſtery is far from fine; the 
inſide I did not ſee. Tweer is a pretty 


clean town, ſituated on the ſide of a 


* Grod, or Gored, in the Ruſſian language 
ſignifies city.“ 

2 He died and was buried tb in the year 
1147. 

+ Peter II. who Wess the empreſs Ca- 


1 I ere in the year 1727, being then but twelve 


years 


a 


* 


- 


( 


rarely ſeen, has no drawing-room, 
'and ſeems fond of nothing but hunt- 


ing. His great favourite, prince Dolg- 
horucki, keeps him employed in this 


years old, He was grandſon of Peter the 
Great, being the ſon of the czarowitz Alexis, 
who died in priſon, after having received ſen- 
tence of deaf for a conſpiracy againſt his fa- 
ther, in 1718. During the minority of Peter Il. 
his predeceſſor Catherine had appointed prince 
Menzikoff (the favourite of Peter the Great) 


generaliſſimo by land and ſea, and had prevailed 


on the regency to agree to a marriage between 
one of his daughters and the young czar Peter. 
But this emperor, reſolving to puniſh the prince 

for the injuries he had done his father, and be- 

ing heartily ſeconded in this deſign by the lords 

of his court, Menzikoft himſelf unwarily lend- 
ing them arms againſt him by his rapines, ex- 

tortions, and even perſonal inſolence to the 

czar, he was thereupon diſgraced, and baniſhed, 
and his immenſe eftate confiſcated. MopkRN 

HisrT. Vol, xiii, p. 26g. 
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© tort, for fear of being ſupplanted. 
Since this young monarch loſt his 


| 3 only ſiſterè, about ſix months ago 
(ho had an uncommon e e 
ing) he is entirely governed by this 


young nobleman, who has, I hear, 
nothing conſpicuous but his title. I 
have been viſited by ſeveral of Mr. 
W-—'s old acquaintance, one of whom 
was a courtier in your hero's time. 
She is a ſenſible woman, and entertains 


me with many of his private adven- 


tures. The following one I will re- 
late, though long, as, I rhink it ſhews 


he was not fo ſavage as ſome have re- 
preſented him. He had a violent 


paſſion for an officer's daughter named 


To exhibit at one view the imperial ſucceſſion 
of the preſent reigning family, which 1s often 


mentioned in theſe letters, a genealogical table 
is added at the end of the volume. 


* Princeſs Nathalia. 


* Munce, 


„ 

Munce, and uſed more aſſiduous means 
to gain her than monarchs are gene- 
rally forced to; at laſt ſhe yielded, 
and became his public miſtreſs, and 
for many years he loved her with a 
fondneſs rarely found. One fatal day 
he went to ſee a caſtle he had built in 
the fea, attended by his own and the 
foreign miniſters. At their return, the 
Poliſh miniſter, by ſome accident, fell 
over the draw-bridge, and was drown- 
ed, notwithſtanding all endeavours to 
ſave him. The emperor ordered all 
the papers in his pockets to be taken 
out, and ſealed up, before all the com- 
pany. On ſearching his pockets, a 
picture dropped, which the emperor 
took up, and, judge his ſurprize, 
when he found it was the portrait of 
the lady. In a ſudden guſt of paſſion 
he tore open ſome of the papers, and 


found ſeveral letters from her written 
| | to 


E 

to the deceaſed in the tendereſt ſtyle. 
He left the company that inſtant, came 
alone to the apartment of my inform- 
ant, and ordered her to ſend for the 
lady thither. When ſhe entered, he 
locked the door on them three, and 
aſked her how ſhe came to write to 
ſuch a perſon? She denied ſhe had; 
he then produced the picture and let- 
ters, and when he told her of his death, 
ſhe burſt into tears, while he reproach- 
ed her with ingratitude in ſuch a ſtorm 

of paſſion, that my author expected 
to ſee her murdered ; but on a ſudden, 
he alſo melted into tears, and ſaid, he 
forgave her, ſince he ſo ſeverely felt 
how impoſſible it was to conquer in- 
clination ; © for,” he added, not- 
<* withſtanding you have returned my 
&« fondneſs with falſhood, I find I can- 

© not hate you, though I do myſelf 
_ © for the meanneſs of ſpirit I am guilty 
«of - 
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* of; but it would be quite deſpicable 
in me to continue to live with you; 
therefore be gone, while I can keep 
e my paſſion within the bounds of 
% humanity. You ſhall never want, 
% but I will never ſee you more.” He 
kept his word, and ſoon after married 
her to one who had an employment at 
a diſtance, and was always kind to 
them in point of fortune, I inſiſt on 
your reading this ſtory to Mr. B---. 
Were he veſted with this monarch's 
power, what would you do? But 1 
leave him to make uſe of the theme 
I have given him, and am, &c. 


LET: 


LETTER III. 


1 November 4, 1 7 30. 


Dear Madam, 
OUR laſt letter is kind and cruel. 

You ſay a great many obliging 
things, give an account of many of 
my friends, but forbid me to ſay any 
thing of them, or aſk any queſtions, 
but dire&ly anſwer the enquiries you 
make. This 1s very tyrannical, but 
I muſt obey. As to your firſt queſ- 
tion, what converſation I have? it is 
hard to anſwer. I daily converſe with 
people of high rank. The Poliſh 
miniſter's lady has an aſſembly every 
night, where all the people of faſhion 
meet; but to my great mortification, 
the greateſt part meet to play, though 


no body is preſſed to it. As I ſtill am 
C amazed 
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amazed how rational minds can fall 
into this trifling yet dangerous amuſe- 
ment, I need not tell you, I am a 
ſpectator, and moraliſe on human 
weakneſs, as, you know, Miſs Bell uſed 
to tell me. For ſome time paſt J have 
met with a young lady who does not 
play, whether from the ſame ſtupid 
mind that I have, or from her heart 
being filled with a ſofter paſſion, I 
will not determine. She has ſoftneſs, 
good-nature, good-ſenſe, and polite- 
neſs, incloſed in a pretty perſon of 

eighteen. She is ſiſter to the favourite 
prince Dolghorucki. The German 
ambaſſador's brother is her beloved 
object; all things are agreed upon, 
and they only wait ſome forms ne- 
ceſſary in his country, to be: (I hope) 
happy. She ſeems very fond of mar- 
rying out of her own country, ſhews 


4 civility to * and a ſtrong 
love 
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| love to him, and he to her. At this 


aſſembly you go away when you will, 
and no body aſks you a queſtion; 


there is a ſupper for thoſe that will 
ſtay, and, I fancy, one might find 


agreeable converſation, if cards were 
not known in Ruſſia. Your next 
queſtion about their religion I can ſay 
but little of, as I ſpeak very little of 
the language. It ſeems to conſiſt in 
outward form and much ſuperſtition. 

J have ſeen a chriſtening! and a wed- 
ding ; the child was dipped three times 
in a tub of water; the eoffips had 
every one a wax candle in their hands; 


after the child had been dipped, the 


prieſt (who, by the way, was very 
drunk) put on the ſhirt, and then ex- 
orciſed it, and at the end of every ſen- 
tence, he and the goſſips ſpit, to ſhew 
they triumphed over the devil. The 


. was of one of my ſervants; 
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the match was propoſed to the girl's 
parents, and they approving of it, 
came in form to aſk my conſent ; when 
that was obtained, the man ſent her a 
preſent, conſiſting of a comb, ſome 
paint, and patches; then he was 
admitted to ſee her for the firſt time; 
they gave each other a ring, and a 

- promiſe of marriage, and the wedding 
was appointed for that day ſe*ennight. 
From that time to the day of the wed- 
ding, the girls of her acquaintance 
took turns to be with her night and 
day, continually ſinging ſongs to be- 
moan her loſs out of their ſociety : 
when the day came, they took a formal 
leave of her with many tears ; and the 
man's relations came to fetch her, and 
her fortune, which was a bed and 
bedding, a table, and a picture of her 
patron ſaint, My own maid was ad- 
mitted to go with her, which was a 
| oreat 


1 
great favour, for none of the women 8 
friends are permitted to go with them. 
As to the reſt, I muſt refer you to the 
Bible, to ſatisfy your curioſity, and 
that I may not hinder you from ſo good 
a ſtudy, I'Il take my leave. 


La 


IL. ET TER IV. 


Moſcow, Dec. 20, 1730, 
Dear Madam, | | 
7 OU are not like to be quit of my 
impertinence, though you have 

ſo long let me languiſh in vain for a 
line from you. Since my laſt, here 
has been a ſurpriſing alteration. The 
young monarch (at his favourite's in- 
ſtigation, as is ſuppoſed) has declared 


his reſolution of marrying the pretty 


princeſs Dolghorucki mentioned in 


my laſt, What a cruel diſappoint- 
ment to two people whoſe whole hearts 
were engaged ! but this 1s a country 
where there is no refuſal to be made. 
Two days ago was the ceremony of his 
declaring it publickly, or, as they call 
it, being promiſed, She was brought 
the day before to a nobleman's houſe 

near 
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near the palace, where the is to ſtay 


till ſhe is married. Every perſon of 
faſhion was invited, and the company 
were placed on benches in a large 
room, the officers of the crown and 
natives of diſtinction on one ſide, and 


the foreign miniſters and foreigners of 


faſhion'on the other. At the upper- 
end of the room was a canopy, with 
two armed chairs under it, and an altar 
before them, on which lay a Bible. 
A great number of the clergy were 
placed on each ſide of the altar; when 
every body was placed, the emperor 
came into the room, and talked to 
ſome people a few minutes; ſhe was 
brought from the houſe where ſhe 


lodged in one of his coaches, with 


her mother and ſiſter in the coach with 
her; her brother, as lord high cham- 
berlain, went in a coach before, and 
a great train of the emperor's coaches 


C4 | fol- 
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followed. Her brother handed her: 
to the door of the. room, where her 
imperial lover received her, handed 
her to one of the chairs, and ſeated 
himſelf in the other. The pretty 
victim (for fo I think her) was dreſſed 
in a ſtiffened bodied gown of ſilver 
tiſſue; her hair curled, and four 
treſſes, with a great many jewels, and 
a little coronet at the top of her head; 
her train was very long, and not ſup- 
ported; her looks were compoſed, but 
very melancholy and pale. After 
they had ſat ſome time, they roſe and 
went to the altar, where he declared 
he took her as his wife; he then gave 
her his ring, and ſhe gave him an- 
other, and he tied his picture on her 
right wriſt : then they kiſſed the Bible, 
the archbiſhop of Novogorod made a 
ſhort prayer, and the emperor ſaluted 
her. When they were ſeated again, 
-"; | he 
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he named the officers and ladies of her 
court, and deſired they would then 
go into waiting. They came to kiſs 
her hand; the lover held her right 


hand in his, and gave it to every one 


as they came up, for all the company 
paid that compliment ; at laſt, to the 
ſurpriſe of every body, came the un- 
happy forſaken ſwain: before, ſhe 
had fat all the time with her eyes fixed 


on the floor, but now ſhe ſtarted, 
ſnatched her hand out of the emperor's, 
and gave it the other to kiſs, having, 


at that inſtant, ten thouſand different 


paſſions painted in her face, The 
young monarch bluſhed, but a crowd 
of others came to pay their devoirs, 


and the friends of the gentleman got 
him out, put him into a ſledge, and 
got him out of town as faſt as poſſible. 


The thing was raſh and imprudent to 


the laſt degree, and, I dare ſay, a ſur- 
. priſe 
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priſe to her The young monarch 
began the ball with her, which ſoon 
ended, to her great relief, as I judge, 
for all her compoſure. was gone after 
this raſh action, and ſhe had nothing 
but fear and diſtraction in her looks. 
After the ball was ended, ſhe was con- 
ducted back to the ſame houſe, but 
ſhe now went in the emperor's body- 
coach, with the imperial crown on the 
top, and alone, attended by guards. 
But you will blame me for giving no 
deſcription of the emperor. He is 
very tall, and large-made, for his age, 
being but juſt turned of fifteen ; he 1s 
fair, but much tanned with hunting, 
has good features, but a down look, 
and though he is young and handſome, 
has nothing attractive nor agreeable. 
He was dreſſed in a light-coloured 
cloth, trimmed with filver. Thus 

this lady is now looked on as an em- 
| —— | pred, 
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ſee her heart, all her grandeur does 


not eaſe. the pains of a diſappointed 


paſſion ; ; and indeed it muſt be a mean 


ſoul that can quit love, or friendſhip, 
for dominion, Do not give way to 


idleneſs, but remember there is * 


a creature as, &c. 


LE T- 


preſs, and yet, I fancy, if one could 
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LETTER V. 


Moſcow, Feb. 110. 
Dear Madam, 


HE anxiety you have . under 
for me is very kind, and I ſhould 


ſooner have relieved you, had the poſt 


been allowed to paſs. I ſend this by 
a meſſenger that is diſpatched by a 
miniſter, as not knowing how one by 
the poſt may fare; though now all 
things ſeem in the old channel. When 
I laſt wrote, all the world (that is, 
our world) were preparing for the 
great wedding; this went on, fixed 
for the nineteenth of January. On 
the ſixth of January is always a great 
ceremony which they call © bleſſing 
the waters,” in imitation of our Sa- 
viour's being baptiſed by St. John. 

| | It 
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It is cuſtomary for the ſovereign to be' 
preſent at the head of the troops, who 
are drawn out on the ice, that day. 
The poor, pretty empreſs ele& was to 
be ſeen that day in public. She went 
by my houſe with guards, and a train, 
as pompous as can be imagined. She 
was by herſelf in an open ſledge, 
dreſſed as ſhe was at the ceremony of 
her being contracted; and (according 
to the gallantry of this country) the 
emperor ſtood behind her ſledge. It 
was the coldeſt day I ever felt, and I 
dreaded going to court to dinner, 
where every body was invited and 
aſſembled to receive the young ſove- 
reigns on their return. They were 


upon the ice among the troops four 


hours. As ſoon as they got into the 
room, the emperor complained of the 
head-ach; this was at firſt taken to 
proceed from the cold; but on re- 

peated 
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peated complaints, his phyſician was 
_ called, who faid he muſt go to bed, 
for he was very ill. This broke up 
all the company. The prinicefs had all 
the day a melancholy compofure, 
which had ne alteration on this acci- 
dent; and ſhe took leave of her ac- 
quaintance;- as ſhe' met them, with a, 
ſerious affability (if I may fo expreſs 
it). The next day the ſmall-pox ap- 
peared on the emperor, and on the 
nineteenth, the day „ for wad 


r 
— * 


— — , FW. 
a — - —— 5 — — — . — 
© IR OA r enn * 
w_ * 1 ** * * — — 
— 3 1 


— 
——— 
— 


— 
, 1 
— tam gs 2 


— wayne oo, 


—ů — — 


5 wa — 


˖ 
. SITS 


. 
of 1 2 oy en 8 y — 
— > Nur. 


— — = . K 5 * r m 
— — „„ —:zꝭõr ꝶũõn6 „%%% „% % 
— IS 2 3 - - * - - - — 
- 
2 OE warts 42. 


| , moſt people in 
the town fat up that night, at leaſt we 
' e in the evening 
how ill he was, and no one could tell 
what would be the conſequence, as 
there might have been great difputes 
about the ſacceſfion*®, About nine 


According to the will of the empreſs Ca- 


therine, her eldeſt daughter Anne Petrowna, 
dutcheſs 
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the next morning the dutcheſs dowager 
of Courtland was proclaimed empreſs. 
She is the fecond daughter of czar John, 
Peter the Firſt's eldeſt brother. Thus 
czar John left three daughters. The 
eldeſt is married ts the duke of Meck- 
lenburgh, and on his being driven out 
of his dominions, ſhe came back hi- 
ther, where ſhe now is with her only 
dutchefs of Holftein, ought to have been called 
to the throne: but ſhe died the year after her 
mother, and left behind her a ſon, (afterwards 
the unfortunate Peter III.) who was then about 
two years old. The proſpe& of ſo long a mi- 
nority determined the ſenate and nobility to ſet 
afide Catherine's will, under pretence of its 
being vacated by a declaration of the late em- 
peror, who, they ſaid, had appointed, on his 
death-bed, another ſaccefſor ; though at firſt 
they could not agree who they ſhould. declare - 
this ſueceſſor to be: by which it was very ma- 
nifeſt, that, notwithſtanding their aſſertions, 
the young emperor, in reality, made no fuch 
declaration. Mopizx HIS r. Vol, xiii. p. 265. 


1 
daughter. The ſecond was married to 
the late duke of Courland, who did 
not live above ſix weeks after his mar- 
riage; and ſhe has continued a widow. 
The third is ſtill here, unmarried. 
As all the male heirs of Peter the Firſt 
are extinct, they have gone to the fe- 
male heirs of his eldeſt brother; and 
the reaſon they did not take the eldeſt 
ſiſter was becauſe ſhe has a huſband, 
and a turbulent one. The new em 
preſs is in Courland, but is ſoon ex- 
pected here. I fancy, your good- 
nature is alarmed about the poor young 
lady who was torn from the man ſhe 
loved, and is now deprived of even 
the poor recompence of grandeur. 1 
am told, ſhe bears it heroically. She 
ſays, <©* ſhe mourns the loſs as a mem- 
eber of the empire, as a private perſon 
& ſhe rejoices, ſince his death has freed 


her from greater tortures, than the 
. 7 greateſt 
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„ 
« greateſt tyrant, or the moſt artful 
« cruelty, could invent.” In regard 
to her future fortune ſhe is very indif- 
ferent. As ſhe imagines her inclina- 
tions will be forced, all bodily ſuffering, 
ſhe can bear with eaſe. A gentleman, 
who has ſeen her, gave me this account 
of her converſation with him. He 
fays, he found her quite abandoned, 
with only one maid and a footman, 
who had attended her from her 
childhood; when he ſhewed ſome 
indignation at it, ſhe ſaid, * Sir, you 
* do not know our country ;” and to 
what I have already . mentioned ſhe 
added, that from her youth and in- 
© nocence, and the known goodneſs 
cc of the ſucceſſor, ſhe hoped ſhe ſhould 
not have any public inſult, and pri- 
« vate penury would be nothing; for 
her mind was filled with one object, 
which would make any kind of ſoli- 
os « tude 


Ci 

e tude agreeable to her.” Finding he 
ſeemed to think ſhe meant her former 
lover by the © one object“ ſhe men- 
tioned, ſhe haſtily added, that ſhe had 
e forbid her heart to think of him 
e from the moment it had become 
* criminal for her to have thought of 
« him, but ſhe meant her family, 
« whoſe conduct, ſhe was ſenſible, 
< would be cenſured; and ſhe could 
not diveſt herſelf of natural affec- 
<« tion, though they had made her a 
&« ſacrifice for what would now prove 
e their ruin.” You, dear madam, 
who always think fo rightly, have no 
need of ſuch a ſcene to make you re- 
flect how trifling are all our worldly 
purſuits ; that every hour of our lives 
tells us how frail and frivolous are 
our. joys; and it Thould comfort us, 
under all diſappointments, to think 
that nothing in this world is of long 
duration. 
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duration. But if I indulge this ſtyle, 


I ſhall grow dull, and it is lucky that 
1 am told the meſſenger ſtays; fo I 
ſhall only add, we are under no ap- 


prehenſions for our lives, or effects, 


now; and that while we (at leaſt I) 
were ſo, I behaved with more reſolu- 


tion than you would think, as you 
know the cowardice of, &c. 


D . LET. 
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Moſcow, 1731. 


Dear Madam, 
= I Thank you for the chairs. They 
| are very pretty, and I am hard at 
work; but ſince you command, I 
ſhall continue my long letters to you, 
though I wonder you ſhould defire 
more than two lines after you have had 
ſo many tedious epiſtles, which I fancy 
| to be like Gabriel John, that has a 
| preface, and a poſtſcript, and a little 
| ſomething between, wherein the prin- 
cipal part of the book comes in by the 
bye. You aſk me, how I ſpend my 
time? I'll give you a journal of one 
| day: and fo few incidents happen to 
| make any variation, that you may 
| gueſs, by that, what I have been doing 
ever 


6379 
ever ſince I left the neighbourly ſo- 
ciety. I riſe at ſix, ſo ungenteel I am 
grown, have done looking about, and 

giving orders in the family, to come 


to breakfaſt, by eight; when that is 


over, I ſpend an hour with my in- 
ſtructor in French; then retire to my 
room, and either work, or read, till 
twelve, when I dreſs for dinner at one; 
after dinner, we chat a little; then I 
work, or read again, till ſix, when 


we either go out to take the air in the 


coach, or walk, till eight; at which 
hour we always ſup, and go to bed at 
ten. And this is pretty near a conſtant 
circle . unleſs ſometimes going from 
ſeven to eight to the aſſembly I have 
mentioned in ſome of my letters. The 
country about this city is fine; woods, 
water, and corn-fields compoſe a ſweet 
landſcape. As the gentlemen have 
much more converſation than women, 

Dx; 
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1 38 
they are often engaged; ſo that I fre- 
quently drive out by myſelf, to all 
appearance, but at thoſe times your 
ladyſhip is my conſtant companion; 
in one of theſe rambles we tound out 
a. houſe which was formerly prince 
Menzikoff's“, though now uninhabited: 


* This prince, Peter the Great's favourite, 
Was originally ſervaut to a paſtry- cook. Peter, 
hearing him cry puffs and ſing ballads, was 
diverted with one of them, and ſending for 
him, aſked him if he would ſell his pies and 
His baſket. The boy anſwered, that ** his 
& buſineſs was to ſell his pies, but he muſt aſk 
« his maſter's leave to ſell his baſket; yet as 

% every thing belonged to his prince, his ma- 
« jeſty had only to lay his commands upon 
„„ him.” The czar was fo pleaſed with this 
anſwer, that he immediately ordered him to 
court, where he gave him at firſt a mean em- 
ployment : but being every day more pleaſed 
with his wit, he placed him about his perſon, 
and made him groom of his bed-chamber, from 
whence he gradually roſe to the higheſt employ- | 
; ments, 


6390 
it ſtands in a fine lawn, with a large 
pond before and another behind it; 
the lawn is ſurrounded by a thick 


wood, through which there 1s no re- 
gular walk ; but through ſeveral wind- 


ings, quite natural, you pop into the 


lawn. Here we often alight and walk; 
but I have one alloy to that pleaſure, 


a vaſt many frogs. You cry, What 


« affectation! to be afraid of a poor 
frog!“ but conſider, that I can no 
more conquer my averſion to them, 
than you can yours to an importunate 
lover, though, I really belieye, nei- 
ther of them deſign to hurt us. There 
are a great number of monaſteries 
about this city, within three or four 
or five miles : they are very old, but 


ments, and at length acquired fuch knowledge | 
and ſkill, as to become one of the braveſt and 


moſt ſucceſsful generals in Ruſſia, For an ac- 
count of his ſubſequent diſgrace and baniſhmen ty 


| ſee p. 12, note. 
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not fine. Some of them have one 
piece of magnificence, that the ſpires 
and towers are gilt on the outſide. 
This muſt have been very expenſive, 
and they have generally great riches 
within their chapels. I have been to 
viſit the abbot of one of them, who 
entertained us very civilly with coffee, 
tea, and ſweetmeats, At laſt he ſaid, 
he muſt treat us after the manner of 
his country; and then we had a table 
ſpread with peaſe, beans, turnips, 
carrots, &c. all raw, and mead, ale, 
and brandy; in ſhort, Monſieur 
L'Abbé was a gay, good-natured 
man, and we ſpent an afternoon very 
agrecably. About three miles from 
hence is a nunnery for ladies of qua- 
lity*, which is the empreſs dowager's, 
as ſhe is now called, but I mean Peter 


The convent des filles nobles. 


— 


the 


* 
the Firſt's firſt wife“. As ſoon as her 
grandſon came to the throne, ſhe left 

* This lady was born at Moſcow in the year 


1670. Her name was Eudoxia Fœderowna. 
It is difficult to ſay which were ſuperior, the 
beauties of her perſon, or thoſe of her mind. 
She was married to Peter in the year 1689, and 
had by him the czarowitz Alexis, and ſeveral 
other children who died young. After being 
repudiated, ſhe was confined-in the monaſtery 
of Suſdal, thirty miles from Moſcow, where 
ſhe was obliged to take the vows under the 
order of St. Baſil. On the acceſſion of Cathe- 
rine ſhe was removed to Schluſſelburg“, where 
ſhe was impriſoned in a dungeon, from which 
ſhe was not releaſed till her grandſon Peter II. 
_ aſcended the throne. She died in 1737. For 
ſeveral more curious particulars of this unfor- 
tunate empreſs, ſee her hiſtory in the chevalier 
D'Eon's Literary Amuſements lately publiſhed, 
which in general agrees with that here given 
in Letter VII. 


* A ſtrong fort on a ſmall iſland in the middle 
of the Neva, taken by Peter I. in 1702, and fo 
Ryled by him as the key (Schluſſel) of his cone 


| quelts, 
the 


* 


640 


the monaſtery, where ſhe had been 
long confined as a priſoner, for this, 
where ſhe has a regular court as dow- 
ager. She and all the nuns go out 
when they will, but in their habits. 
I expect a deſcription of the ſweet ha- 
bitation, where, I ſuppoſe, this will 
find you, as I was ſo often diſappointed 
of ſeeing it, though ſo civilly invited 
by the generous owner, to whom I 
am, as well as to you, madam, &c. 


LE T- 


643) 


LETTER VII. 


ns Moſcow, 1731. 
Dear Madam, 2” 
You ſeem quite impatient to know 
the hiſtory of the empreſs dow- 
ager. Thoſe things are ſo differently 
related, according as affection or in- 
tereſt leads, that it is hard to judge of 
the truth; but the following account 


is, I believe, a pretty juſt one. Her 


name is Eudoxia, of the noble family 
of Lapuchin. The czar married her 
when he was very young“, and by 
her had one ſon+, who was afterwards 
put to death, but left a ſon and daugh- 
ter behind him, After ſome years 


* He was then 179. Þþ Alexis, cxarowitz, 
See the genealogical table at the end, 


marriage 
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( 44 2 
marriage he grew weary of her, and 
pretended jealouſy : ſhe was, on this 
ſuſpicion, confined, and all her neareſt 
relations, and ſeveral of the gentlemen 
of her court, taken up, and, accord- 
ing to the cuſtom of this country, 
examined by torture; but none of them 
accuſed her, though they had offers of 
pardon, if they would. Theſe exami- 
nations laſted ſome months, in which 
time about fourteen of her neareſt re- 
Jations were put to death; and one of 
her gentlemen*, of whom Peter had 
the greateſt ſuſpicion, underwent ſuch 
repeated tortures as it was thought no 
creature could have borne, with great 
conſtancy, perſiſting in his own and 
her innocence during his torments. 
At laſt the czar himſelf came to him, 
and offered him pardon, if he would 


* Glebow, an officer in the neighbourhood 
of Roſtoff. | 


confeſs. 


6456) 
confeſs. He ſpit in the czar's face, 
and told him, he ſhould diſdain to 


« ſpeak to him, but he thought himſelf 


obliged to clear his miſtreſs, who 
* was as virtuous a woman as any in 


« the world; and (ſaid he) the only 


« weakneſs I knew her guilty of, is 


« loving thee, thou inhuman butcher ; 
e and if any thing cat-make me think 
« thee more a devil than thy cruel 
e treatment of her, it is fancying 1 
© could ever be brought to accuſe an 
“innocent perſon to ſave myſelf ; for 
could my body hold out theſe tor- 


« ments as long as thou ſhalt plague _ 


« the world, I could ſuffer them with 


<« pleaſure, rather than relieve them by 


« fuch — After this, he 


M. D'Eon ſays, © the poor mangled body 
* in expiring opened its mouth only to ſpit in 


c his face, ſaying, * Go, tyrant, and let me 
die in peace. 


would 
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6460 
would ſpeak no more. And when no 
confeſſion could be got from him, he 


was beheaded, and ſhe confined in a. 


monaſtery * at a diftance, without be- 
ing ſuffered to ſee any- one but the 


perſon who brought her food, which 
ſhe dreſſed herſelf, for ſhe had no ſer- 
vant to do the moſt {laviſh offices, nor 
more than one cell for her perſon. 
Juſt before he married the empreſs 
Catherine, ſhe was ſaid to be dead, 
and was believed to be ſo, till her 
grandſon came to the throne, and then 
ſhe appeared at court, though ſhe 
would not live there, but retired to 
this monaſtery, where ſhe has a court 
and appointments as dowager, but will 


not quit her nun's habit, What va- 


Situated on the lake Ladoga; from whence 
ſhe was removed to Schluſſelburg, on the ac- 
eeſſion of Catherine, | 


rious 


„ 
rious ſcenes of miſery has this unfor- 
tunate princeſs experienced! and ſurely 


the hardeſt muſt be the death of the late 


young monarch, her grandſon, as that 
ſudden loſs came when ſhe ſeemed to 
have ſurmounted her greateſt difficul- 
ties. The preſent empreſs pays her 
great reſpect, and often goes in perſon 
to viſit her. She was preſent at the 
coronation, in a box built on purpoſe, 
where ſhe could not be ſeen. When 
the ceremony was over, the empreſs 
went into the box to her, embraced 
her, kiſſed her, and deſired her friend- 
| ſhip, and they both ſhed tears. As 
ſhe came privately into the church be- 
fore the ceremony began, ſo ſhe ſtayed 


ſome time after till her coach could 


come up, for ſhe would not appear 


at the dinner, ofi account of her habit. 
Several people expreſſed a deſire to pay 


their compliments to her while ſhe 
ſtayed 
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ſtayed in the church, and ſhe admitted 
it: You may gueſs, your humble 
ſervant was among them, and I had 
luckily an opportunity of looking a 
great deal at her, for being that day 
in tlie Engliſh dreſs (for reaſons too 
long and trifling to repeat) ſhe aſked, 
* who I was,” and deſired me to come 
near, that ſhe might look at my dreſs, 
She ſaid, ** ſhe had heard that England 


% was famous for pretty women, and 


« ſhe believed they were ſo, for the 


*« dreſs was not calculated to add to 
“their beauty, particularly that of 
„the head, but ſhe thought the reſt of 
the dreſs very pretty, and much 
more decent than any ſhe had ſeen, 
« as it did not ſhew the neck fo 
< much:” ſaid many flattering things 
of my perſon, ſhape, &c. and invited 
me to her court, the arts and man- 
ners of which, you ſee, ſhe has not 
bp forgot. 


( 
forgot. She is now fat, and in years, 
but has the remains of a fine perſon. 
She has great gravity and compoſure 
in her face, mixed with ſoftneſs, and 
an uncommon vivacity in her eyes, 
with which ſhe has a look that ſeems 
as if ſhe would read the hearts of thoſe 
that approach her in their faces. But 
if her ſtory affects you as much as it 
has done me, you will be glad I ſhould 
ſay adieu, &c. 


E. LET. 


6 


LETTER VIII. 


Moſeow, 1731. 

Dear Madam, 
1 will not wonder at my 3 . 
* as to the perſon and character of 
our new ſovereign, when I tell you I 
have not been nearer her than ſeeing 
her at her coronation ; for though 
there have been maſquerades and balls 
at court and the foreign miniſters 
| houſes (whom ſhe has honoured with 
her preſence) and a regular drawing- 
room twice a week, I have been at 
none of them, Poor Mr. W— has 
been very ill, and ſtill continues fo : 
my mind ſuffers the moſt cruel torture 
for him, and my feafs find much dan- 
ger in his illneſs. Oh! had I a little 


of FR philoſophy on this occaſion ! 
but, 5 


# 514) 


but, alas! J have not one grain, though 
I hourly ſtrive to arm my mind to ſup- 
port the ſhock I dread with decency. 


Now I doubly feel the abſence of my 


friends, and yours in particular, whoſe 


tenderneſs and ſtrength of reaſon would 
ſooth and argue me into a little forti- 
tude. Chance has brought me ac- 


quainted with a gentleman and his 


wife, who are very kind; they hardly 
ever leave me, and as he is eaſy with 
them about him, relieve me by nurſing 
ſometimes while I fleep, and are now 


both with him, that I may go to bed, 


which I have not done theſe three 
nights, but caught this moment, before 
I enjoy that reſt, to aſſure you, that, 
in all viciſſitudes, I am, &c. 


E 2 LE F- 


1 


LETTER 


| Moſcow, 1737. 
Dear Madam, | 


1 Am greatly obliged to you for the 
kind concern you expreſs for me. 
I am better in health than I could ex- 
pect, but dare not tell you the ſtate of 
my mind: your ſentiments are ſo much 
above the weakneſs of human nature, 
that you can hardly allow affections 
the weakneſs, that will attend on thoſe 
whoſe minds are formed for ſoft paſ- 
fions ; for yours, though very hu- 
mane, I look on as of the maſculine + 
kind, and when you are afflicted, you 
would ſcorn the womaniſh relief of 
tears; though you might allow leſs 
minds that childiſh folly in the firſt 
attack of ſorrow, yet you would ex- 

= pect. 


633 
pect, after the firſt tranſport of paſſion 
was over, that reaſon, reſolution, and 
reſignation ſhould take place. I will 
admire your way of thinking, but do 
now (as I long have done) deſpair of 
being able to follow your example. 
I amengaged in a vaſt deal of buſineſs, 
ſo hope, if I am not ſo regular a cor- 
reſpondent, you will forgive me. I 
fatter myſelf with the pleaſing proſpect 


of returning to England next ſummer, 


and then your converſation will, 1 


hope, form my mind to ſubmiſſion, 
and teach me to behave as I ought, in 
order to preſerve the title of, &c. 
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| | Moſcow, 1731. 
Dear Madam, 


Have as punctually obeyed your 
injunctions of conſtantly thinking 
of you, as I have accepted of your in- | 
dulgence of not anſwering your letter 
while my load of buſineſs laſted, 
When 1t will decreaſe I can'give no 
gueſs, for, I think, it increaſes, and 
I have hardly time to recommend the 
bearer, Mr. H—, to your friendſhip 
and countenance,” as he is a ſtranger 
to our country and language. He is 
that friend I mentioned who was fo 
good to me in Mr. W—'s illneſs. 
His wife ſtays with me, during his 
reſidence in England, which will be 
no 


( 55 ) : 
no longer than a family affair obliges 
him. He has great good-nature, and 
a good deal of humour, and, I think, 
will entertain you. To him I refer 
you for all queſtions you may aſk 
about 


Tours, &c. 
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LETTER WM 


i | : Moſcow, I 732. 
Dear Madam, 
1 Am, in the firſt place, to return 
you thanks for the civility you 
ſhew to my friend. I imagined his 


_ converſation would pleaſe you, and as, 


I find, I am not miſtaken, can hardly 
repent the ſending him, though he has 
very ill requited the happineſs I pro- 
cured him of your acquaintance by 
the idle ſtory he has told you of the 
gentleman you were ſo merry about, 
or, I ſhould rather ſay, ſo grave, for 


T almoſt think you in earneſt ; though 
T would not willingly think ſo, be- 


cauſe it would make me angry. You 
ſay, „you hope ſoon to wiſh me joy, 
das, you hear, the gentleman has a 

title, 


K * 


title, a ribbon, a pompous equi- 
page, and a great eſtate.” Can you 
have ſo mean, ſo contemptible a thought 


of me, to imagine theſe would be of 


any weight? To me theſe have no 
charms, unleſs that tender monitor, 
the heart, attends the choice of the 
perſon who is to confer the honour ; 
and when that ſoft dictator is reluctant, 
or ſilent, it muſt be either a ſordid 
ſoul, or a very trifling mind, that can 
be charmed with what is ſo often the 
decoration of a fool or knave. Not 
that I would be underſtood to mean 
any reflection on the perſon in queſtion. 
I believe, the man has great merit; 
ſo, I think, had my grandfather, but 
I ſhould not have thought of marry- 
ing him. I fancy, by this time, you 
think there is ſome truth in this affair, 
ſince J ſeem to fire a good deal upon 
it. I own there 1s, ſo far that he has 
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„ 
run through all the nonſenſe all men 
(except very few who think above the 
vulgar) believe pleaſes our ſex, and 
has really taken pains to convince me 
he has an affection; a thing I ſhould 
not have expected from one of his 
country, as they are not uſed to ladies 
who either expect or deſire that to be 
an ingredient in matrimony, nor do 
they know what it means, but when 
they find an eſtate and title, go 
through all that is to follow with great 
indifference, and would wonder what 
you meant by ſaying you would not 
marry a man becauſe you could not 
love him, for they have no idea what 
you mean by the word. Some grave 
lectures I have had on this occaſion 
convince me that our own country 


produces people who think like them, 


and a mind, well adorned with what Is 
commonly called © worldly,” ſeems to 
think 


( 59 ) 
think all conſiderations, but fortune, 


romantic. I long to tell you a ſtory, 
to give you a ſpecimen of the delicacy 


of our northern beaux and belles; 
but your prudery, (I beg pardon, your 


prudence,) frights me: however, I 
cannot reſiſt; ſo pop your fan before 


your face, for I am going to begin. 


Here is a young fellow of faſhion who 
has made the tour of France, &c. At 


his return he fell in company with 


three or four pretty women at a friend's 
houſe, where he danced, ſung, laughed, 
was very free with the ladies, and be- 
haved alamode de Paris; as he aſſured 
the gazing audience of his airs, his 
next ſtep was his bragging of their 
fondneſs for him, and the paſſion with 
which he had inſpired each of them 
this he repeated in all companies, till 
at laſt it reached the ears of Meſſrs. 
leurs maris (for they were all married 

women ) 
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women) who looked glum for ſome 


time in ſilence, and at laſt in a ſurly 
way expreſſed the cauſe of their ill- 


humour in plain terms. The ladies 


deſired he might be brought with them 
before the huſbands; ſo all theſe loving 
couples agreed that one of the nymphs 
ſhould invite him to ſup at her houſe, 
without ſaying who was to be there: 
he flew on the wings of love to the 
rendezvous, and was received with 
great gaiety ; but in the height of his 
raptures, ſhe reproached him with the 
ſpeeches he had made; he denied them; 


on which all the ladies and their huſ- 


bands came in, witneſſes of his guilt 
were produced, and he fairly con- 
victed. The huſbands pronounced 
ſentence, which was, that the ladies 
ſhould whip him; ſome ſay, they ac- 
tually did fo; others ſay, they ordered 
their maids to do it; that the puniſh- 

ment 


„„ 
ment was inflicted with ſo much rigour, 
as to oblige him to keep his bed ſome 
days, is certain; but whether the ladies 
were executioners, or ſpectators only, 
is a doubt. By this, judge of the 


ſtate of gallantry in this northern 
climate, 


Adieu, &c. 
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LETTER XII. 


Moſcow, ow 
Dear Madam, 


R. H— is fo full of raptures, 
that he talks only of you. His 


wife tells me ſhe grows jealous, ſo pray 
take care; you have heard what pu- 
niſhments are the mode here on theſe 
occaſions ; and though, I believe, ſhe 
would no more have thought of ſuch 
a thing than you or I, when ſhe firſt 
came, who knows what examples may 
do? and as ſhe talks of going to 
England, take care of yourſelf—Do 
you really expe& an anſwer to the 
queſtion you aſk ? Whether you do or 
not, I will give as true a one as | can; 
which is, that I am yet wavering, and 
cannot tell what will be the conſe- 

1 quence. 


(6 


quence. I think the perſon has merit, 
good- ſenſe, (as far as I am a judge) with 
great good- nature and evenneſs of tem- 
per, if living in the houſe with him 
can inform me of his diſpoſition. He is 
greatly eſteemed by his own ſex; but 
that, they ſay, is no motive of ours in 
our choice, ſo whether I ſhall act con- 
trary to (what they ſay) the reſt of my 
ſex do, I cannot tell. I own, I highly 
eſteem and value him; ſo leave you to 
| gueſs at the event, which, at preſent, 
J have not refolved upon. They ſay 
the court will go to Peterſburgh this 
winter; if ſo, my affairs will oblige 
me to follow them. You are very in- 
quiſitive, and I can ſay little to ſatisfy 
you, for I have not gone into any 
public place ſince my preſent ſtate. 
The Dolghorucki family are all ba- 
niſhedꝰ*, and the poor empreſs of the 
*The princes Dolghorucki and their faction, 
who took upon them the management of the 
| ſuce 
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day with them. They are gone to the 
very place where prince Menzikoff's 
children are. So the two ladies who 
were ſucceſſively contracted to the 
young czar may chance to meet in ba- 
niſnment. Would not this make a 
pretty ſtory for a tragedy ? It is faid, 
Menzikoff's children are recalled, and 
the ſame guards that carry theſe peo- 
ple are to bring them back. If this 
be true, it is generous, as their father 


ſucceſſion, aſſigned the new empreſs a council, 
framed a new conſtitution for the empire, and 


limited her authority as they thought proper; 


to which regulations ſhe readily conſented. But 
as ſoon as ſhe was fixed upon the throne, ſhe 


cancelled all theſe limitations, and baniſhed the 
authors of them. MopkRN HIS r. Vol. xiii. 
es. OBE 
Among other charges they were accuſed of 
forging a will of the emperor Peter Il. in fa- 
vour of the princeſs Catherine his betrothed 
wife. | 
Was 
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was ſo implacable an enemy to the 
preſent czarina, that he even treated 
her with perſonal ill manners and lan- 
guage. You will perhaps wonder at 
the baniſhing women and children, but 
here, when the maſter of a family“ is 
attacked, the whole family 1s involved 
in his ruin, all eſtates belonging to 
them are ſeized, they are ſunk from 
nobles to the condition of the meaneſt 
of people, and if one mifſeg-any that 
uſed to be in public, no body enquires 
after them: ſometimes we hear they 
are demoliſhed, but when once in dif- 
grace, they are never mentioned. If 
by good luck they are reſtored to fa- 
vour, they are then careſſed as uſual, 
but no mention of what has paſt. Bur 


I am now telling you what you have 
heard a hundred times, and can fay 
nothing of this place but you have 


heard related to much more advantage 
* but 
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but you oblige me, by repeated com- 
mands, to weary you with trifling ob- 
ſervations, of which I am aſhamed, 
bur truſt your friendſhip that you 
only amuſe yourſelf with them, but 
do not ſhew or read them to any one, 
leſt you expoſe, &c. 


L ET. 


(67 0 


LETTER XIII. 


| Moſcow, 1733. ö 
Dear Madam, 1 


T will be no ſurpriſe to you to ſee 
that I have changed my name, ſince 
you ſeemed to be ſo ſure how the un- 
certainty I was under in my laſt would 
terminate. I expect you ſhould be 
much obliged to me for writing ſo ſoon, 
as I am much engaged with the cere- 
remony of viſits, and making the firſt 
appearance at court, and preparing for 
our journey to Peterſburgh, which we 
propoſe to begin in ten days. Mr. H 
and his lady go along with us, which 
will make the journey the more tole- 
F 2 rable; 
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rable; for as the* court. is going, we 
cannot have poſt-horſes, ſo muſt lye 
in thoſe cots I have before deſcribed, 
and ſhall be twelve days on the road. 
Company interrupts me, ſo muſt, till 
I get to Peterſburgh, take my leave, 
_ ; 


LET. 


LETTER : XIV. 


Peterſburgh, 1733. 
Dear Madam, -  ' © 

TA picture you have drawn in 

imagination of my new lord 
and maſter” (as you are pleaſed to 
ſtyle him) has a great reſemblance, 
but ſince you ſuppoſe me ſo much en- 
gaged in tender paſſions, how can you 
expect me to tell you what public re- 
joicings were made on her majeſty's 
arrival, and ſo many other things? In 
ſhort, you have all the curioſity of 
grandame Eve, though you have eſ- 
caped the pains intailed upon it, while 
I can no longer hide my being likely 
to feel thoſe pains. This, Mr. H— 
tells me, he told you ſome time ago. 
| F 3 But 


E M3 
But to obey your orders; her majeſty 
was met two miles from the city by 
all the members of the courts of juſtice, . 
the land and ſea officers, the foreign 
merchants, the members of the aca- 
demy, and foreign miniſters, She 
paſſed under five triumphal arches 
built on this occaſion. She then went 
to church, and after having been ſome 
time at her devotions, ſhe got again 
into her coach, and went in the ſame 
pomp to the Palace, where ſeveral 
ſpeeches were made to congratulate 
her arrival. When this was over, ſhe 
went to dinner, and there dined at the 
table with her the miniſters of the firſt 
rank of her own court and their wives, 
and the foreign miniſters and their 


wives, about eighty people in all. 
There were tables in other rooms for 


the reſt of the company, and in the 
evening a ball. Now I have had time 
| NO and, 


En 


and opportunity to obſerve the people 
about court, to begin with the head, 
the czarina; ſhe is about my height, 
but a very large made woman, very 


well ſhaped for her ſize, and eaſy and 


* graceful in her perſon, She has a 


brown complexion, black hair, dark 
and blue eyes; ſhe has an awfulneſs 


in her countenance that ſtrikes you at 


firſt ſight, but when ſhe ſpeaks, ſhe' 


has a ſmile about her mouth that is 
inexpreſſibly ſweet. She talks.a good 


deal to every body, and has ſuch an 


affability in her addreſs, that you ſeem 
talking to an equal; and yet ſhe does 
not, for one moment, drop the dig- 
nity of a ſovereign. She ſeems to 
have great humanity, and is, I think, 
what one would call a fine agreeable 
woman, were ſhe a private perſon. 
Her ſiſter, the dutcheſs of Mecklen- 
burgh, has a fine face, a good com- 


F 4 plexion, 


Wa. 
plexion, black eyes and hair, but is 
thort and fat, and no way a good per- 
fon. She is gay, and has a great deal 
of ſatirical wit, They neither of them 
ſpeak any thing but Ruſs, but both 
underſtand a perſon that ſpeaks Ger- 
man. The maiden ſiſter died a little 
before the court came from Moſcow. 
She was very ill when I ſaw her, but 
very handſome. The dutcheſs of 
Mecklenburgh's daughter, whom the 
czarina has adopted, and is now called 
the princeſs Anne“, is a child, not 
very. handſome, and has ſuch a natu- 
ral baſhfulneſs, that no judgment can 
be formed what ſhe will be. She has 
as fine a woman, in all reſpects, for her 
 governeſ;, as, I think, can be found. 


* Soon after married to prince Anthony of 
Brunſwick Wolfenbuttle (See Letters XXX VI. 
and XXXVIL.) by whom ſhe had the unfortu- 

nate czar Ivan (or John) III. | 


The 
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The princeſs Elizabeth*, who is, ad 
know, a daughter of Peter the Firſt, 
1s very handſome. She is very fair, 
with light brown hair, large ſprightly 


blue eyes, fine teeth, and a pretty 


mouth. She is inclinable to be fat, 
but is very genteel, and dances better 


than any one J ever ſaw. She ſpeaks 
German, French, and Italian, is ex- 


tremely gay, and talks to every body, 
in a very proper manner, in the circle, 
but hates the ceremony of à court. 


* Afterwards empreſs, in 1741, on the de- 
poſition of John III. (then an infant) grandſon 
to the duke and dutcheſs of Mecklenburgh, 
and immediate ſucceſſor to the emprefs Anne. 
The empreſs Elizabeth died Jan. 5, 1762, leav- 
ing the crown to her nephew Charles-Peter, 
grand duke of Ruſſia, and duke of Holfſtein- 
Gottorp, afterwards Peter III. whoſe depo- 
ſition and cataſtrophe are well known, The 
princeſs Catherine of Anhalt-Zerbſt (the pre- 
ſent empreſs) was married to him in 1745. 


Count 


— ae OT OY 88 


. 


—— 


— 4 0 —— 3 gh 
py rr / em at ren 
* 8 * 


—— — 


A - OE 17 Reino —— —— — 
ANNOYED 8 8 - 
F 4 5 —— Os. A 2 — A 
— . r — ——ů —»—3 
* + x * 
— — — — op Wot, — —— CY 


. ett Irene > 


(ww I © 
Count Biron * and his lady are the 
greateſt favourites of her majeſty, ſo 
much that they are conſidered as if the 
power was lodged in them. He is 


lord high chamberlain, and has a good 


perſon, but a look that is forbidding ; 
though, I believe, that does not ſhew 


his mind any more than it did in poor 
Sir Thomas W 
with affability enough. The counteſs 


„ for he converſes 


is a little woman, very fine, ſo much 
pitted with the ſmall pox, that ſhe 1s 
ſeamed, but has the fineſt neck I ever 
ſaw. The dutcheſs of Mecklenburgh 
and the princeſs Elizabeth have each 
their own court in ſeparate houſes, 


A native of Courland, of mean extraction, 
whom the empreſs cauſed to be elected duke of 
Courland after the death of Ferdinand, the laſt 
prince of the houſe of Kettler, For a farther ac- 
count of him and his lady, ſee Letters XXVIII. 


and XXIX. 


though 
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though they keep no drawing-room, 


but come to that of the czarina. Their 


way of ſeeing company is by your 


ſending to know when you may be 
admitted; and on their birth-days, &c. 
they ſee company at home in a morn- 
ing, and at the czarina's court in the 
evening. The princeſs Anne is lodg- 
ed in the palace, as the czarina's 
daughter. Ourdrawing-room 1s more 
like an aſſembly; there is a circle 
in form, for about half an hour, then 
the czarina and the princeſſes make 


their party at cards, and every body 


that pleaſes make their own party ; 
but I fancy you with I was engaged in 


one now, and that I would bid you 


J 


adieu, &c. 


PPP 


LETTER ME 


Peterſburgh, 1733. 
Dear Madam, 


I Am now able to give you ſome ac- 

count of myſelf with my own hand; 
though really I look ſo pale and thin, 
that if you were to ſee me, I fancy 
you would not know your old friend, 
eſpecially as Mr. H— informed you 
ſome time ago that I was grown a 
prude. That is ſo far from a natural 
character in me, that I ſtill walk in 
trammels, and I ſtill want the toſs of 
the head and the contemptuous ſmile 
at the behaviour of younger people, 
and that emphatical ſhrug of the 
ſhoulders at the levity of young flirts, 


which are neceſſary to the character; 
but 


4 * 
but time does wonders. I am alſo 
practiſing a proper ſtyle, .as, © Yes, 
„ ſhe is handſome, and has ſenſe : 
* ſome ſay, indeed, ſhe is very ſati- 
„ rical, but I do not believe it any 
„ more than that ſhe is in love with 
Mr.“ The world is very ma- 
„ licious” (of another) * ſhe may 
mean no harm, but young people 
<* ſhould be cautious ; though the gen- 
e tlemen ſay, ſhe does all things right. 
«© I wiſh her well, and do not ſay this 
«© to make any reflection, &c.” But 
now I have ſaid all. this, I am almoſt 


afraid to truſt even you; for ſhould 


you betray me, how I ſhould be de- 
moliſhed! I hope better things from 
your diſcretion, but I am ſtill of the 
ſame mind (that you know I always 
was) to fear the ſatire of my own ſex, 
for we are unmerciful enemies, and, 


it mult be allowed, the other ſex treat 
us 


—— 
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us with more humanity than we do one 
another; ſo if you give me up for treat- 
ing your order a little too freely, I 
beg it may not be to ladies, for then 
I expect no quarter. But I am ſtrongly 
tempted to tell you why he fays I am 
grown a prude; though, I own, the 
ftory ought to be concealed, and if I 
did not truſt to your delicacy that ſe- 
cures it a ſecret, ſhould not venture 
to tell you. In our journey from 
Moſcow Mrs. H— and I had a great 
longing for clean linen, after we had 
been ſome days on the road, and 
coming to one of our huts to bait, 
where we ſaw only women, we begged 
our gentlemen to walk, while we put 
on clean linen: they did fo, and I had 
juſt ſhifted myſelf, and ſhe was going 
to do the fame, when ſhe looked up, 
and ſaw a Ruſs fellow lying aſleep on 
the ſtove (which they often do in cold 
weather) 


(993 
weather) ſhe ſqualled at the ſight of 
him, which brought her huſband and 


mine into the room, as fearing ſome 


inſult. They made themſelves fo 
merry with their being turned out, 
and this ſweet ſwain being (as they 
faid) admitted to our toilet, that I 
was piqued, and turned quite grave on 


their raillery, and ever ſince he has 


called me prude, and I ſometimes aſ- 
ſume the character ta reſtrain the re- 
dundancy of gaiety his country is ſub- 
ject to. Methinks I hear you cry out, 


« Was the man really aſleep?“ Why, 


indeed, I believe he was, at leaſt he 


looked ſo ſtupid, that it was the ſame 
thing. This letter is the right tittle- 
tattle of a goſſipping, and 1s therefore 
in character; for though it is three 
months ſince I was brought to bed, 
I have not been out of my room yet; 
but as my pr are good, I hope my 
2 | | ſtrength 


6 
ſtrength will ſoon come; though, be- 
tween you and me, as this is the firſt, 
I ſhould be horribly frighted if I was 
to find myſelf in the ſame condition 
again. The day after I was brought 
to bed, a Ruſs nobleman came to ſee 
Mr. R, and inſiſted on ſeeing me; 
he came into the room for a minute, 
made his compliments, and gave me 
a ducat, which he could not omit, as 
they. fancy either the woman or the 
child will die, if they did not do it. 
This would have diverted me, if I had 
not been more dead than alive at that 
time. But I am really quite tired, 
and. ſo muſt you, fo adieu, &c. 


LET- 


LETTER XVI. 


| | - Peterſburgh, 1733. 
Dear Madam, 


1 AM now ſet down to vel you ſtrange 
ſtories of Turks, Tartars, and Chi- 
neſe; for here are ambaſſadors arrived 
from all thoſe places. The Turk ſpeaks 
French, and viſits all the other mini- 
ſters, which no others of his country 
ever were allowed to do ; but he ſaid, 
if the court thought to hinder him, 
they might depend on the Ruſſian mi- 
niſter's being ſo ſerved at Conſtantino- 
ple. He dined with us not long ſince, 
and drank wine, when his ſervants were 
withdrawn. Some of the company 
drank the health of a Famous beauty 
G in 
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in Paris: he ſaid, with all his heart, 


« Car elle eſt fort de mes amies.” He has 
a fine perſon, has a great retinue, and 
all very well dreſſed, with the lively 
ſallies of a Frenchman in converſation. 
The Tartars are odd figures; their 
faces are almoſt quite flat, 4 the flat- 
ter they are, the greater beauty: here 
is one of their princes with his wife 
and children, to put himſelf under her 
majeſty's protection againſt the inſults 
of ſome of his neighbours. They are 


Mahometans, and are very mean.— 


They really eat horſes, for I have ſeen 
three or four carried into their houſe at 
a time for their proviſion. The Chi- 


neſe, as to their perſons, are very like 
their pictures of them. The day they 
had their audience (which was in the 


morning) there was a ball at court; 
. when it was begun, they were brought 
into the room with their interpreter ; 
. they ſeemed to obſerve every thing with 


1 an 


E 


an air of curious rather than ignorant 
people. Her majeſty aſked the firſt 
of them (for there are three) which 
he thought the prettieſt woman there? 
He ſaid, It would be difficult in 
< a ſtar-light night to ſay which ſtar 
« was the brighteſt :” but obſerv- 
ing ſhe expected him to ſay which he 
thought ſo, he bowed to the princeſs 
Elizabeth; among ſuch a number of 
fine women, he thought her the 
* handſomeſt, and if ſhe had not quite 
e ſo large eyes, no body could ſee her 
ce and live.” Thus every country has 
its beauty; for our taſte ſhe has re- 
markably fine eyes. Her majeſty aſked 


him, of all the things they ſaw, that 


differed from their own cuſtoms, what 
appeared the moſt extraordinary ?— 


He anſwered, © Seeing a woman on 


„ the throne.” Soon after this they 


were brought to a maſquerade at court, 
G 2 | and 
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| „ 
and were aſked, if it did not appear 


odd to them? They anſwered, © No, 
e for all was maſquerade to them.” 
hey were introduced to all the foreign 
| Miniſters, and told from what princes 
they came. When they came to Mr. 
R, they ſaid, © They knew the Eng- 
&« lſh natives, for there were ſeveral 
of them in their country,” and cal- 
led him © brother.” Not long ago, as 
he and I were walking in the garden of 
the ſummer- palace, they were brought 
to ſee the gardens ; when we met them, 
they embraced TRL and one of them 
opened a little purſe that hung by his 
ſide, and gave me a bit of black ſtuff 
that looked like Japan earth, but it is 
eſſence of bohea tea. They told Mr. 
R—, © they thought that the Engliſh 
had been wiſer than to ſuffer their 
te wives to come out and be at liberty, 


<« but they were glad they bad ſeen me, 


. CC 48 


„ 
As they had never ſeen an Engliſh- 
« woman before, and they knew I had 
love and courage to come ſo far from 
% my own country for any man upon 
earth.“ An ambaſſador from Perſia 
is ſoon expected, and if I can manage 
to pick a bit of the manner of every 
one of theſe different people, an excel- 
lent figure I ſhall make when we have 
the pleaſure to meet. But none of theſe 
have ſo much ſurpriſed me as the Po- 
liſn miniſter did. When he made his 
firſt viſit, he ran up to me, and, as I 
thought, he was going to kiſs me, was 
conſidering if he would not beat out 
my teeth, he ran with ſuch violence; 
but he ſtopped ſhort, and ſtooped in 
fuch a way that I clapped both my 
hands to my petticoats, and really both 
he and I were out of countenance and 
as Mr. R— betrayed me, it has cauſed 
much mirth. 


G 3 I wiſh | 


1 
I with any thing would raiſe your 
curioſity enough to bring you here for 
a month, but your fears are ſtronger 


than your curiofity; ſo I can only 
aſſure you this way, that I am &c. 
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LETTER XVII 


5 Peterſburgh, 1734. 
Dear Madam, | 

I Thank you for the patterns ; they 
are very well done, and I perfectly 
underſtand the directions, how to. fling 
the ſhade to make pillars look fluted. 
I do not wonder at your ſurpriſe, when 
you think I am going to undertake ſuch 
a piece of work, but though I love work 
very well (which has been a happineſs to 
me, as it has beguiled many a lonely 
hour) yet I ſhould not think of ſo large 
a piece: it is for the counteſs of Biron, 
who has many hands to employ in it. 
She is a great lover of embroidery, and 
hearing I had ſome pieces of my own 


work, deſired to ſee them; and ſhe ſends 
4 9 


EL 
for me two or three times aweek to work. 
This has two things attending it that 
give me pleaſure ; one, that it is of ad- 
vantage to Mr. R— in the ſtation he 
is in; and the other, it gives me an op- 
portunity of ſeeing the czarina in a 
way that could he done no otherwiſe; 
for ſhe comes always into the room 
while we are at work. As her apart- 
ments join to the counteſs's, ſhe goes 
and comes ſeveral times in an after- 
noon, and will be taken no notice of, 
by our riſing. She ſometimes fits down 
at the ſame frame, and works with us. 
She aſks me many queſtions about Eng- 
land, particularly of the queen. She 
fays, © ſhe has ſo earneſt a deſire to ſee 
« her, that ſhe would meet her half 
« way.” She ſeems pleaſed when I 
try to ſpeak Ruſs to her, and is fo gra- 
cious, when I ſpeak, as to teach me 
when at a loſs, which is oftener than 
2 otherwiſe; 
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otherwiſe; for I ſpeak very little, but 
underſtand moſt of what paſſes, and 
have great pleaſure in abſerving ſo 
much humanity in one who has ſuch 
deſpotic power. There are generally 
five or ſix ladies, and one or two gen- 
tlemen, in the raom, when ſhe 1s there, 
who converſe in a familiar manner; in 
which converſation though ſhe joins, 
as an equal, ſhe ſtill preſerves her dig- 
nity, but ſo as to diſſipate all awe. I 
have often ſeen her melt into tears at 
_ a melancholy ſtory, and ſhe ſhews ſuch 
unaffected horror at any mark of cru- 
elty, that her mind to me ſeems com- 
poſed of the molt amiable qualities that 
I have ever obſerved in any one perſon 
which ſeems a particular mark of the 
goodneſs of providence, as ſhe is poſſeſ- 
ſed of ſuch power. Were I ſpeaking of a 
private perſon, I ſhould fay, ſhe had ra- 
ther ſtrong good ſenſe than wit, tho ſhe 

. has 


( 991 
has a way of ſaying a ſhort ſatirical 
ſentence ſometimes that 1s truly witty, 
but always tempered with ſo much good 
nature, that it never. ſhocks. She has 
a great deal of courage, and ſcorns fear- 
fulneſs, either real or affected; indeed 
ſhe has no affectation in any ſhape. She 
has a fine voice, and ſpeaks very diſ- 
tinctly. I have often wondered at the 
curioſity that ſeems to prevail with 
every body to know the character of 
princes, ſince it can be of little conſe- 
quence to any but their own ſubjects; 
for their actions as ſovereigns affect no 
other private perſon, and if their ex- 
amples in common things were ever ſo 
ſhining, they are concealed from all but 
ſo ſmall a number, that they can have 
little influence; yet we all have this 
curioſity. I may ſoon have occaſion, 
for ought I know, to give you a hiſ- 


tory of other climes and things, and do 
__— not 


6 


not be frighted at a letter from a 


camp“. I am not compoſed enough, 


on that head, to write you an explana- 
tion, but my brother will. Of this be 
aſſured, in all events I am, &c. 


* On the death of Auguſtus, ws of Poland, 
the intereſt of his ſon, the elector of Saxony, 
was warmly eſpouſed by the czarina, in oppoſi- 
tion to Staniſlaus, who was elected by the Poles 
and ſupported by the French. The Ruſſian 


troops, under general Lacy, entered Poland, 
proclaimed Auguſtus king, and marching to 
Warſaw, obliged Staniſlaus and his friends to 
retire towards Dantzick. It ſhould ſeem, by 
the above, that the czarina herſelf had at this 
time ſome thoughts of heading her army in per- 
ſon. | 


Dear Madam, 


(- 92 ) 


LETTER XVI. 


Peterfburgh, 17345 


HAT your mind is formed 

with all the requiſites for friend- 
ſnip I am quite convinced, but am as 
fully perſuaded it was not calculated 
for love, or elſe you would not won- 
der at my reſolution of following 
Mr. R— to the camp, if he is obliged 
to go. I foreſee all the inconvenience 
that your friendſhip has made you. 
paint in the ſtrongeſt light; nay, as 
I have not that fortitude you . poſſeſs, 


every dangerous or dreadful object is 


doubled to my weak mind and ſtrong 


_ apprehenſions ; and I feel myſelf in a 


condition you only ſuppoſe may be 
the 


(6 


the caſe, as I am married. But were 


I ſure all the frightful ſcenes would 
happen that your friendſhip and my 
fears have formed, if he is obliged to 


80, it will be eaſy to me to ſhare then 


with him; and though his tenderneſs 
will not let him aſk it, yet the know- 


ledge that my company will be agrees 


able to him would lead me through 
any thing, but not gratifying that de- 
fire his fondneſs only expreſſes : there- 
fore as my reſolution is fixed, I will 
leave this ſubject, for time to ſhew the 


event, and aſſume a ſtyle more proper 


to entertain, We have lately had a 


birth-day, which (though it happens 


every year) has afforded more amuſe- 
ment than things of that nature gene- 
rally do. It was celebrated in the new 
hall that is juſt finiſned; which is con- 
ſiderably larger than St. George's hay 


at Windſor. Though the day was 
| very 
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very cold, .the ſtoves kept it warm 
enough, and it was decorated with 
orange-trees and myrtles, in full bloom: 
theſe were ranged in rows that formed 
a walk on each fide of the hall, and 
only left room for the dancers in the 
middle. The walks on each ſide gave 
the company opportunity to fit down 
ſometimes, as they were hid from the 
preſence of the ſovereign. The beauty, 
tragrance, and warmth of this new- 
formed grove, when you ſaw nothing 
but ice and ſnow through the windows, 
looked like enchantment, and inſpired 
my mind with pleaſing reveries. In 
rooms adjoining were coffee, tea, 
-and other refreſhments for the com- 
pany, and when we returned into the 
hall, the muſic and dancing in one 
part, and the walks and trees filled 
with beaux and belles, in all their 
birth- day finery, inſtead of the ſhep- 
27 | herds 


'( 95) 
| herds and nymphs of Arcadia, made 
me fancy myſelf in Fairy-land, and 
Shakeſpeare's Midſummer Night's Dream 
was in my head all the evening. What 


poetical images would this ſcene have 


inſpired you with! But that talent is 
ſo much your own, that none can 


think or write like you. I have now 


got a little cot in the country, which 
is a vaſt delight to me, for here we 
are free from that conſtraint which al- 
ways attends a court, and the company, 
or more properly, the people, that we 


cannot avoid ſeeing in town. We 
have one Engliſh family, with whom 


Mr. R has contracted a great friend- 
ſhip; I fay, he has, for they are two 
brothers, whoſe converſation and un- 
derſtanding would make their ac- 
quaintance courted in England. They 
often go down with us. The houſe 


zs built of wood, and has only a little 


hall, 


(96) 


hall, with two parlours on one fide bf 
it, and a kitchen and offices on the 
other, with four bed-chambers, and 
- m eien. It ſtands on a riſing 
ground, that leads with a natural 
green ſlope to a fine meadow, which is | 
_ terminated by the ſea ; behind it is a 
weod, of many miles, of birch and 
fir. There is no art or cultivation 
abeuc. it, for the uncertainty of this 
country would make that expence ri- 
diculous, ànd as it is rural without, 
it is ruſtic within; the tables furniſhed 
with delft, and the beds with white 
callico, ruſh ' chairs, and the reft in 
proportion. One parlour is furniſſed 
with books and maps; thoſe, and my 
frame for embroidery, are the only 
things that make it differ from a farm. 
Here we ſpend three days in a week 
very agreeably. Mr. R— reads to 
TE and I work, while our cows, 
1 ſheep, 


( 

ſheep, and poultry feed around us, 
and are ſo tame they come cloſe to the 
windows. Had we ſuch a retreat 
near you, that I might have a friend 
of my own ſex, as he has two of his, 
how ſhould I deſpiſe all grandeur ! 
But *till that can be, IL have in him the 
confidence of friendſhip and the ten- 
derneſs of love; and while heaven 
ſpares me this friend and lover, I ſhall 
be happy in all viciflitudes of fortune, 
and truly, &c, 


TS 8 
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LETTER XIX. 


| N 1734. 
Dear Madam, 
* o ſeem ſo rejoiced at hearing I 
am not to carry a knapſack, or fol- 
low a camp, that you imagine it muſt 
give me a more than ordinary flow of 
ſpirits, or you would not inſiſt on a 
particular deſcription of the rejoicings 
for the taking of Dantzick ſo long 
after they are over; for it is now very 
cold, and the weather then was very 
hot “*; ſo the entertainments then were 


*The Ruſſians under count Munich, as allies 
to king Auguſtus of Poland, laid fiege to Dant- 
zick in April 1734. The French troops encamp- 
ed under it, commanded by M. de la Motte, bri- 
gadier, capitulated June 11; as did the Dantzick- 
ers June 15, on condition of acknowledging king 


Auguſtus 


(W#. 
in the garden of the ſummer-palace. 
The ladies were dreſſed in ſtiffened 
bodied gowns of white gauſe with 
. filver flowers; their quilted petticoats 
were of different colours, as every 
one fancied. I was pleaſed with a 
gentleman's deſcription of a lady; 
on my not knowing which he meant, 


he ſaid, * Celle- Id avec le cotillon rouge: 


[<< That in the red petticoat.”] On 
their heads was only their own hair, 
cut ſhort, and curled in large natural 


Anuguſtus as king, pardon of that prince and 


her czarian majeſty, and paying two millions of 


crowns to count Munich, the city to be there- 


upon eontinued in her privileges. King Sta- 


niſlaus withdrew the night before the capitu- 
lation, and in the diſguiſe of a peaſant paſſed 


over the inundations in a {mall bark, and, wan- 


dering on foot for fix leagues, came ſafe in a 
waggon to Marienwerder, An account of his 
eſcape was ſoon afterwards publiſhed from a let- 
ter written by himſelf to cardinal Fleury. 


H 2 curls 
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curls and chaplets of flowers. The 
empreſs and the imperial family dined 
in a grotto that faced a long walk ter- 
minated by a fountain, and incloſed on 
each ſide by an, high hedge of Dutch 
elms. There was a table the whole 
length of the walk, which joined at 
one end to her's in the grotto. Over 
this long table was a tent of green ſilk, 
ſupported by voluted pillars, which 
had wreaths of natural flowars twiſted 
round them ; between theſe pillars, in 
the niches of the hedges, were the ſide- 

| boards, the whole length of the table, 
on each fide ; one furniſhed with plate, 
the other with china; the gentlemen 
drew tickets for their. partners, and 
every man fat by his partner at table; 
ſo that-a man and a woman fat all the 
way. Fhere were three hundred peo- 
ple at table, and fix hundred diſhes in 

à a courſe; two courſes and a deſert.— 
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After dinner the company ; ſeparated 
into parties, and amuſed themſelves in 
the garden 'till the cool of the even- 
ing, when the garden was finely illu- 
minated, and the ball began under the 
. ſame tent where we dined. The vo- 
luted pillars being illuminated had a 
very pretty effect. The muſic was 
placed behind the high hedge, fo thar 
it appeared as if the deity of the place 
ſupplied that part of the entertainment. 
When the ball was begun, the French 
officers who were taken at Dantzick, 


were introduced. Town, I thought this 


ſo cruel, that J got near eng to ob- 
ſerve their behaviour on ſo delicate an 
occaſion, Their leader, count de la 
Motte, was a fine perion of a man, about 
fifty-five, grave and manly in his whole 
deportment. He looked as if he had a 
ſoul that felt his diſgrace, and deſpiſed 
the inſult. After they had all kiſſed 

H 14 her 
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her majeſty's hand, ſhe addreſſed her- 
{elf to this leader, and ſaid, he might 
© wonder ſhe choſe to admit them to 
cher preſence juſt at that time, but 
that his countrymen had uſed her 
<« ſubjects very ill, who had the fate 
to be taken by them; * that ſhe had 
e it now in her power to revenge it, 
„% but that this mortification was all 
„that ſhe would take; and as the 
„French were polite, ſhe hoped ſome 
* of the ladies might have charms 
s enough to leſſen even this.” She 
then called to ſeveral ladies, who,. ſhe 
knew, ſpoke French, and deſired them 
to do all they could to make thoſe gen- 
tlemen forget they were priſoners, at 
leaſt for that evening; and while they 
were 1n her preſence, they had their 
{words on parole. As my curioſity had 

In a Ruſſian frigate, which occafioned this 

repriſal. 
| . 4 placed 


= 
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placed me near her, I was the firſt to 


whom ſhe, fpoke, and fo had the firſt 
of them to entertain; who, according 


'to the gallantry of his country, bowed 
to her, and faid, © her majeſty had 


found a way doubly to conquer them; 


* for he hoped, Monf. Munich would 


do them the juſtice to ſay, they ſub- 


emitted their perſons unwillingly to 
his valour, but they now ſubmitted 
their hearts with pleaſure to thoſe 
« fair conquerors.” As I am ſtill weak, 
it was lucky for me that his age made 


him decline dancing; ſo that the even- 
ing paſſed in chat, in which he ſhewed 


good ſenſe, politeneſs, and a great deal 


of ſprightlineſs, but a pretty ſtrong 


daſh of that redundancy of rhetorical 


expreſſion ſo inherent to his country, - 


eſpecially in their converſation with 


women. He expreſſed great ſurpriſe 
_ at the magnificence of this court, and 
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its politeneſs. And indeed they are 


treated with great civility, have the 
court coaches to carry them about the 


town, and are ſhewn every thing gene- 
rally ſhewn to ſtrangers. I obtained 
leave for him, and as many of his 
companions as he thought fit, to dine 
with me; he brought four of the 
twelve that are in this city. But, 1 
fancy, by this time, you wiſh I would 
have done with the French, and, in 
plain Engliſh, bid you farewell. 


er. 
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IL. EKT TI 20 


n 1735. 
Dear Madam, | 

> e are poſſeſſed with ſuch an in- 

quiſitive ſpirit, that you do not 
give fair play. Is it not hard that I 
may not aſk queſtions in my turn? 
And, in my conſcience, if you were to 
hear I was admitted to an audience of 
the Great Turk, you would expect 
I ſhould tell what paſſed there, You 
hear I often viſit the princeſs Elizabeth, 
and that ſhe has done me the honour 


to call at my houſe, and you cry, © Has 
< ſhe ſenſe ? has ſhe greatneſs of ſoul? 
how does ſhe bear another upon the 
e throne?” You think it eaſy to an- 
Les all theſe things; but I have not 

your 


| : - 3 


. your penetration. She does me the 
honour to admit my viſits frequently, 
and ſometimes ſends for me; and, to 
confeſs the truth, I have a veneration 
for her and fondneſs in my heart, 
that make the vifit to her à thing of 
pleaſure, not of ceremony. She has 
an affability and ſweetneſs of behaviour 
that inſenſibly inſpires love and re- 
ſpect. In public ſhe has an unaffected 
gaiety, and a certain air of giddineſs, 
that ſeem entirely to poſſeſs her Whole 
mind; but in private, I have heard 
her talk in ſuch a ſtrain of good ſenſe 
and ſteady reaſoning, that J am perſuad- 
ed the other behaviour is a feint; but ſhe 
ſeems eaſy; I ſay ſeems, for who knows 
the heart? In ſhort, ſhe is an amiable 
ereature, and though I think the throne 
very worthily filled, yet I cannot help 
wiſhing ſhe were to be the ſucceſſor, 


at leaſt, The princeſs Anne, who 1s 
looked 
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looked upon as the preſumptive heirs 
efs, is now of an age from which ſome- 
thing might be expected, eſpecially as 
ſhe has had ſo good an education. But 

the is neither handſome nor genteel, and 

her mind has not yet diſplayed any very 
ſhining qualities. She is very grave, ſel- 
dom ſpeaks, and never laughs; which to 
me is very unnatural in one ſo young, 
and, I think, her gravity rather pro- 
ceeds from ſtupidity than judgment, 
This is entre nous, for you do not con- 
ſider, I may be hanged to ſatisfy your 
curioſity, and durſt not venture this 
by the poſt. I have been engaged for 
ſome days in converſation with a Swed- 
iſh lady, who was taken priſoner by 
the Tartars, has lived eighteen years 
amongſt them, and is juſt now come 
back; her hiſtory, as I had it from 
herſelf, is as follows. She was the 
wife of a Swediſh captain, was taken 


priſoner 
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prifoner with her huſband by the Ruſ- 
ſians, and was ſent, with him and ſe- 
veral others, to Siberia. On the road, 
being attacked by a party of Calmuck 
Tartars, the priſoners joined with their 
guards to prevent a ſecond captivity. 
In the engagement her huſband was 
killed, and thoſe that were left alive 
were taken ; their conquerors divided 
their booty, and ſeparated the priſon- 
ers. She, and a Ruſſian, who ſpoke 

the Calmuck languge, were carried off 
by two Tartars ; one of theſe liked her 
ſo well as to wake love to her, and 
made the Ruſs his interpreter ; but 
when intreaty would not prevail, he 
attempted force. She at laſt bit a 
piece of fleſh off his boſom ; for which 
he would have beat her, but was hin- 
dered by his companion. In a few 
days they-arrived at the tent of their 
kan, or king, where this man rallied 
his 
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his companion on his adventure with 
his female captive ; the kan called for 
her and her Ruſs, interpreter, and-aſked: 
her why ſhe refuſed the man her fa- 
your, and ſeemed to wonder at her de- 
licacy of ſentiments in having a choice 
of a lover; but told her, as it was the 
cuſtom of her country, no body ſhould: 
force or moleſt her, and gave her to one 
of his wives (for he had two). She 
aſked her if ſhe could work, and the la- 
dy ſhewed her a purſe ſhe had worked, 
with which ſhe was wonderfully pleaſ- 
ed, kept her to work at her needle, and 
treated her with great tenderneſs. They 
gave her meat of all ſorts, and were 
diverted to ſee her dreſs it, for they 
eat all their meat raw. Fortune brought 
a man of her own nation a priſoner to 
the ſame place: he taught theſe Tartars 
ſeveral uſeful arts, and at laſt he found- | 
ed cannon, which, as they were at war 
; with 
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with the Chineſe, was ſo great a piece 
of ſervice, ' that they gave him his li- 
betty, and, at his requeſt, her's alſo; 


and they have been married here, and 
are preparing to go to Sweden. As 
you love novelty, what ſhould you 
think of viſiting this kan, who ap- 
pears to me a fine fellow? I leave you 
to conſider of! it, and am, e. 


3” LET. 


LETTER XXI. 


Peterſburgh, 1735. 

Dear Madam, : 
I Here fend you a book that contains 
- a hiſtory of all the different nations 
of the Tartars, which will ſatisfy your 
curioſity better than I can on that ſub- 
ject, as I know little of them, and 
have not read the book. I once men- 
tioned to you a Tartar prince and his 
family, who came to ſeek protection ;* 
they are converted to Chriſttanity, and 
were publicly chriſtened at court. As 
I have once told you the ceremony of 
a Ruſs chriſtening, + you may think 
it odd it ſhould be done in public, but 
zeal and ſuperſtition carry people great 
See Letter XVI. p. 81. + See Letter III. p. 15. 
| lengths 5 | 
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: lengths; and I could not perceive that 


either the converts (among whom were 


two women) or the ſpectators, were 


out. of countenance ; and they ſeemed 
to think I had great prudery and ſmall 
devotion, becauſe I withdrew during 
the ceremony; but I could not bring 
myſelf to think, but that, before ſo 
numerous an aſſembly, the ladies at 


| leaſt ſhould have had ſome other robe 
beſide that of righteouſneſs. Not to 


have any more reproaches, that 3 
« never tell you any thing but what 
you directly aſk after ;” I am going 
to give you the hiſtory of a Ruſs bu- 
rial, as I have already done, of a 
chriſtening and a wedding. The only 
one J have ſeen was of the youngeſt 


daughter of prince Menzikoff, who 
was recalled from baniſhment, - with | 


her brother, by the preſent empreſs, 


and by her married to count Guſtavus 
Biron, 


( as I 
Biron, youngeſt brother to the duke 
of Courland. She died in, childbed, 


and was buried with great pomp. Af. 


ter the company had ſat ſome time, 
they all went into the room to the 


corpſe. T he coffin was open: ſhe was 
dreſſed in an undreſs, as ſhe died in 
that condition (otherwiſe, as they told 
me, ſhe would have been full dreſſed) 
in a night gown of ſilver tiſſue, tied 

with pink ribbon; on her head a fine 
| laced mob, and a coronet, as princeſs 
of the Roman empire; round her fore- 


head was tied a ribbon, embroidered 


with her name and age; in her left 
arm lay the child, who died a few mi- 
nutes after its birth, dreſſed” in ſilver 
tiſſue; in her right hand was a roll of 
paper, which was a certificate from het 
confeffor to St. Peter. When all the 
company were ranged in the room, her 
ſervants came to take their leave of 


I | her; 


; 


. - e 3 
5 ” * a + - wp — > _— 
- r - tad #45 . 25 n — 
3 * * P * - — Fe 
— - 3 ö a, to 5 * Po 
> RL eee , EV 2 3 — ans cot " A 
* g — — WB wa — - is © 2 — . 
ee — — EE Ee 85 
— 


* 5 
r 


8 
* 
— 


1 


a ' 15 PILE 
1 5 
gy” 1” — 3 r __ Ins 7 
_— 2 ² LEI; ol RY En 
1 * 40 1 X 1 * 8 
A = 3 * cans 
1 8 * Yi ha. | Tae 3 


: * Sn = . . 
— —. _— ** _— 
— 2 e . % n 5 
r * «4+ £3.64 2 ＋ 2 Q 7 1 — 
— 2 2 9 * 8 5 . " ” ky . , — 2 
2 8 D 8 3 Ab ASSET 18 8 7 
©,» wa . 1 2 SS 7 EE ITY — , 2 — n 
r — 4 — 


* * — 5 * 2 * 
* 4 8 — 9 + 4% * 
— 2 6 ot £ - — 


» * „ - 
we : _ — Ry 
Pe - po a on ras >. * ay 
P Pp . COL i er datos 


< _ - — by — — — 
88 —— 2 
— — A — , 
4 *; 5 — > - 
8 1 


et — - n 
— = ' „ 
7 2 * 


j 


hi 
. 
1 
3 
1 
1 
9 
TD 
& 7 

* 
1 
1 

1 

1 
1 
3 
: 


( ans 3 


her; the inferiors firſt : they all kifſed 
her hand, and the child, aſked her 


pardon for any crime they had com- 
mitted, and made the moſt terrible 
noiſe imaginable, rather howling than 


crying. After that, her acquaintance 


took their leave, with this difference, 
that they kiſſed her face, and made a 
hideous noiſe, though not ſo bad as 
the others. Then came her relations, 
the moſt diſtant ones firſt; when her 
brother came, I really thought he 
would have pulled her out of the cof- 
fin, But the moſt moving ſcene was 
the huſband, who had begged to be ex- 
cuſed this diſmal ceremony, but his 
brother thought he ought to comply 


with the Ruſs cuſtom, leſt, as he was 
4 foreigner, it ſhould be deemed a 


ſlight, He was brought from his own 
Apartment by two gentlemen, as ſup- 


Porter and they were really, in this 
caſe 


( 1s ) 
caſe, more for uſe than ſhew. He had 
true ſorrow painted in his face, but fi- 
lent forrow. When he came to the door 
of the room where the corpſe lay, he 
| ſtopped and aſked for ſome hartſhorn ; 
which when he had drank, and ſeemed 
to have armed himſelf, he advanced to 
the ſide of the coffin, and there faintea; 
when he was carried out of the room 
and recovered, the corpſe was carried 
down and placed in an open chariot ; 
a great train of coaches followed, and, 
as a general officer's-wife, a party of 
guards. She was carried to St. Alex- 
ander's monaſtery to be buried, and 
though the coffin-lid was put on 4s 
the corpſe paſſed the ſtreets, it was 
taken off again when it came into the : 
chapel, and the fame ceremony of leave 
was taken. over again, except by the 
huſband, who was carried home in a 
ſecond fainting fit, the moment the 

12 | coffin 
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coffin was uncovered. The reſt of the 
ceremony was much like the Roman- 


Catholics. When the corpſe was bu- 
ried, all the company returned to the 
houſe, to a grand dinner, which had 
more an air of rejoicing, than mourn- 
ing, as every body ſeemed to have for- 
got their ſorrow ; but ſtop a malicious 
ſmile I fancy you have, for the huſ- 
band did not appear, and 1s, I believe, 
truly concerned, as he had a great fond- 
neſs for her, which alwaysypeared in 
all his behaviour to her 7 her life- 
time, a more convincing;Ren of ſince- 
rity than howling at death. Should 
this find you in a low-ſpirited fit, and 
Mr. B make a vffit that moment, he 


would rail at me for giving you a pre- 


tence to be grave; but J hope you will 
not tell the reaſon, as you have ſo long 
uſed him to ſubmit to your will, with- 
out knowing the motives of your 

actions; 


( 217 ) 
actions; and indeed J muſt inſiſt on 
your not ſhewing my letters to any 


one, for what is writ to a friend is no- 


thing: a woman's obſervations are ſo 


ridiculous, that no one elſe ought to 


| ſee them, therefore be honeſt to, &. 
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-— Peterſburgh, 1735s 
Dear Madam, 


HE idea you have formed of count 
Munich * is very wrong. You 

ſay, you ſuppoſe him an old man, 
<« with all the ſavage look of a weather- 
„ beaten ſoldier ;” but he is now about 


+ This brave officer, diſtinguiſhed as he had 
been both in the cabinet. and the field, having 
been highly favoured by the princeſs of Meck- 
lenburgh, and inſtrumental in procuring her the 
regency, experienced the reverſe of fortune ſo 
common in this empire, by being baniſhed to 
Pelym in the province of Tobolſki in Siberia, 
on the acceſſion of the princeſs Elizabeth, After 
her death, however, he was recalled by the em- 
peror Peter III. in 1762, and being with him at 
Oraniembaum, when the empreſs, his conſort, 

marched 


( 219 ) 
fifty- four or five, has a handſome face, 
very fair completion, is tall and flen- 
der, and very penteel and graceful in 
all his motions. He dances well, has 
youthful airs in all his actions, is one 
of the moſt gallant men of this court 
amongſt the ladies, and when he is 
with our ſex, affects a gaiety and ten- 


marched againſt him, gave that unfortunate 
prince, at that critical emergency, the only ad- 
vice which could poſſibly have ſaved him, which 
was to go boldly. and meet the empreſs, and to 
charge the guards, on their allegiance, to obey his 
orders as their ſovereign, offering to loſe his life. 
in his defence. But Peter had not ſufficient mag- 
nanimity of-mind either to perceive the abſolute. 
neceſtity of this conduct, or to embrace it inſtant- 
ly. On the contrary, conſulting only with his. 
terrors, he threw himſelf on the ground, burſt 
Into all the impotence of tears, and only con- 
ditioned for his life and his paternal dominions- 
in Holſtein, Wraxall's Tour through ſome of the 
northern parts of Europe. Count Munich died. 
at Peterſhurgh in 1767, aged 87. 

I 4 derneſs 
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derneſs that are to me very diſagreea- | 


ble, becauſe they are affected; for 
though he has all theſe advantages of 
perſon, he has ſtill the German ſtiffneſs, 


| and to ſee 2 man of that caſt attempt 
the flutter of a petit maitre, is like ſee- 


ing a cow frolickſome. If you were 


in company with this man, who has 
been ſeen in the papers as flaying his 
thouſands and ten thouſands, how 


would you be ſurpriſed to ſee him 


hearken to your voice with dying eyes, 


on a ſudden ſnatch your hand, and kiſs 
it in raptures! But how much more 
would you be ſurpriſed to find he 
thought it neceſſary to do fo to all wo- 


men! As to the reſt of his character, 


as a ſoldier he is enterpriſing and raſh, 


and as he has often been ſucceſsful in 


his raſh attempts, he is now grown fond 
of them, -and has no conſideration how 
many men he ſacrifices to his ambi- 


tion 3 


( ) 

tion;* yet in many things I believe 
there is more noiſe than reality. I 
ſhould imagine ambuſh would be his 
favourite art of war, as ſincerity 1s a 
quality I take him to be a ſtranger to; 
and were a friend to aſk my real 
thoughts of him, I ſhould, with Ot- 
way, ſay, | 


«© Truft not to him, he is by nature falſe, 
_ 6 Deſigning, cruel, ſubtle, and inconſtant.“ 


II mean his character "not only in 
love but friendſhip; and, I dare 


ſay, whoever truſts him will feel 
this to be true, At preſent he 1s 


* In like manner count Algarotti ſays of him, 
Munich is reckoned laviſh of blood, more 
i feared than loved by the troops, and enterpriſ- 
ing beyond what the bounds of duty preſcribe, 
* Thank God,' he cried, on ſeeing the French 
land at Dantzick, Ruſſia is in want of hands 
for her mines.“ A bravado, however, well 
enough ſuited to a general, and fit to ſpread 
« confidence in an army.” Letter IV. 10 Lord 
Hervey. 

| the 


get wet _ * __ 
F enen +45 296 2 


1 . 8 


r 


— — — - 
Ne — — — — " * 
* 


1 
——_ r . ——— nnn. , “LMmUm̃ . ⁵⁰ . x 


(as 3 


the faſhion, and next to the . of 
Courland, he ſeems to be a favourite 
without a competitor, now the prince 
of Heſſe Homburgh + is abſent, who 
has been kept, by his contrivance, in 
ſome command at a diſtance from the 
court for two or three years,. but in no. 
place where he can do any actions that 
can make any noiſe, - Their characters 
are ſo different, that it is no wonder 
that they cannot agree; for the prince 
is quite a ſoldier in every look and 


action, but with humanity, good breed- 
ing, affability, and blunt ſincerity.— 


He ſeldom dined or ſupped, while he 


was here, without company, which was 
mixed, as to the profeſſions, of thoſe 
of his own ſex, and generally ſome of 


* In conſideration of the great ſhare which 
this prince had in the revolution which ſet the 
princeſs Elizabeth on the throne in 1741, that 
empreſs immetiately declared him veldt-marſhal- 
general of her armies. 


ours 


6 123 ) 
ours among them, to whom he be- 
haved with politeneſs without affecta- 
tion, At court his quality obliged him 
to dance, which he does with a good 
ſoldier-like air, and rallies his own 
want of pretty airs very agreeably. 
He is adored by the troops, and loved 
and eſteemed by every body. In his 
perſon he is ſtrong-made, and has a 
good air—but you actually make me 
do things that fright me; for aſking an 
account of a country, or the characters 
of people, of me, is as out of the way 
as to conſult a miniſter of ſtate about 
the making of your gown; therefore, 
though I tell you things as they ap- 
pear to my weak judgment, be not 
ſurpriſed to find that judgment wrong; 
but if your indulgence can make you 
find any amuſements in my rhapſodies, 
it will flatter the utmoſt ambition of, 
&c. 
LE T- 
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LETTER XXII. 


Dear Madam, 


J Am very ſorry you mentioned to 
lady S— your having a correſ- 
pondence here with me, ſince it has 
produced an order from the —— to 
enquire into the feuds between two 
ladies, that I could never have ima- 
gined would have had any other conſe- 
quence than making the reſt of the 
court merry at their expence; and 
when madam L—s friend wrote to 
her about it, I dare ſay ſhe never 
thought ſhe would mention it, at leaſt 
in that place. To let you into the 
affair, it will be neceſſary to give you 
an account of theſe two ladies from 
their 


Peterſburgh, 1735. 


nn 


their original, the rank they now hold | 


being equal, as they are both wives 
of foreign miniſters, reſiding at this 
court. The one is the daughter of a 
French general, who was a refugee in 
another ſervice, when ſhe was born. 
A man of the higheſt diſtinction 
had her firſt favour, and after ſome 
time he married her to her preſent 
huſband, and employed him in his 
preſent poſt. The other was a tradeſ- 
man's daughter of Hamburgh, and, 
being an only child, married a count, 
who wanted money as much as ſhe did 
a title. As ſhe was quite unacquainted 
with the manners of the court at her 


firſt coming hicher, the other lady, 


who had always been bred in one, 
gave her all the countenance and help 


ſhe could; but as the friendſhip of | 


two beauties ſeldom laſts long, ſo it 
happened in this caſe, each thought 
= ſhe 
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ſhe had a right to all hearts, and the 
deſire of having the moſt admirers ſo 
plainly appeared in both, that it ſoon 
drew ſeveral gentlemen to each party. 
That, as is uſual in thoſe caſes, ſoon 
raiſed envy in each of them, which 
1 ſhewed itſelf in coolneſs at firſt, and 
1 then in little ſatirical ſpeeches and 
1 actions on both ſides. At laſt, as they 
|| were at a public entertainment, in a 
1 large company, where there was a gen- 
[| tleman each had a mind to captivate, 
the pique was ſo ſtrong, that the coun- 
teſs could not help ſaying ſome very 
1 ſharp things, which the other anſwered 
[1] with ſo much coolneſs and contempt, 
that ſhe gained the point ſhe aimed 
at, putting her adverſary quite in a 
paſſion : and then ſhe could only ſay, 
What a ſtrange world we live in!” 
The other replied very calmly, It 
is vety true, madam, the world is 
„ odd, 


( 
ce odd, and has been ſo ever ſince 
< dryers have thought themſelves du- 
<« cats.” At this the poor countels 
burſt into tears, and ran from the 
table. I fancy you will be as much 
at a loſs for the wit of this ſpeech as 
I was, till I tell you the countefs's 


maiden name was * Dryer,” and that 


a coin of the value of half a farthing, 
at Hamburgh, is called “ a dryer.” 
This occaſioned an open war, which 
was carried ſo far, that the partizans 
of each lady appeared even at court, 
and all other places, in the favourite 
colour of the fair one whom they 


obeyed, and were diſtinguiſhed by the 
name of © the grey” and © the red re- 


„ giments.” So after they had ex- 
poſed themſelves, and diverted every 
body, the poor counteſs loſt ground 
ſo faſt that ſne dropped the conten- 
tion, and indeed was not fit to begin 

2 it, 
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it, for ſhe could not keep her temper, 


while the other was calm and not to 
be ruffled, and therefore had compoſure 
enough to ſay the moſt cutting things 
with great good manners, and ſeeming 
good. temper. She has indeed more 
ready wit, both good and ill- natured, 
than any one I have obſerved, and the 


very management of this ridiculous 


conteſt gained her. many admirers, 
which was the thing contended for; 
and if I was not kept in awe by your 
ſevere virtue, I ſhould tell you, I love 
her, but hope you will indulge me ſo 
far as to think it no harm to enjoy 
ſuch agreeable converſation - without 
enquiring into the perſon's conduct. 
Thus I have given you the beſt ac- 
count I can of this ſilly affair, which 
it would have been unpardonably ill- na- 
tured to repeat, but by command ; and 
© - "the 


( 129 ) 
deing obliged to tattle ſo much ſcan- 
dal has made me too ſtupid to ſay 
any thing more than that plain truth, 
which I always do with the ſame chear- 
fulneſs that I hope you receive it, that 


T am, .. 
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LETTER XXIV. 


Peterſburgh, 17 35» 
thor Madam, 


OU almoſt Os: Wh me afraid to 


open your letters, for fear of 

that particular order not to anſwer 
what you ſay, but tell you what I 
obſerve here: for you ſay, © You tell 
me all that paſſes among my friends 
in England, ſo I need aſk no queſ- 
tions.“ But I have caught you trip- 
ping, as the incloſed will ſhew you; 
for you have never mentioned the 
youthful indiſcretion of this.poor girl. 
If ſhe repreſents the thing impartially, I 
think ſhe has hard tiſage, for though 
her marrying this man might be a 
folly, yet now ſhe has done it, who can 
2 blame 


E 


blame her for concealing his faults, 


nay for not ſeeing he has any, if ſhe 
can help it? As ſhe is fully convinced 
that you can influence her aunt, and 
that you would ſerve her if you knew 
her caſe, I have ſent you her own ac- 
count of it, as I ſhould do her in- 
juſtice to offer to tell it in any words 


but her own. I have told her have. 


done ſo, and ſuppoſe ſhe will wait on 
you ; bur, I fear, her judgment 1s not 
ſo ſtrong as her expreſſions are ſprightly, 
for you make ſmall allowance for in- 
clinations. © Prudence,” you fay, 
« ſhould govern all our actions,“ and 
you expect that every mind ſhould be 
capable of that deſirable qualification 
as early as your's was; but you will 
find few ſuch examples, and ſhould 
you abate of your uſual ſeverity in 


this caſe, I doubt your prevailing 


with her aunt, for I fancy ſhe is more 
K 2 angry 
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1 
angry at finding ſhe dared run the haz- 
ard of diſobliging her, than at the ill 
conſequences that may attend it. This 
young thing was left to her cate, and 
was to obey her, and the leaſt attempt 
ſhe had made towards being indepen- 
dent muſt have piqued her pride; and 
when that paſſion is rouſed, reaſoning 
inflames it the more. Did I think her 
capable of any real concern for her 
niece's happineſs, I ſhould have ſome 
hopes; but, you know, I could never 
think that lady's mind had any mixturę 
of ſoftneſs, I wiſh I may be deceived. 
J pity this poor young thing, who had, 
from her infancy, ſuch a wrong indul- 
gence, that the leaſt contradiction. was 
inſupportable to her, and the ſudden 
tranſition from this indulgence to a 
ſtrict ſeverity, - before her years enabled 
| her to think one moment beyond the 
preſent time, was very likely to end in 
5 | the 


(6133. 
the way it has done. But I have no 
need to reaſon with you on this affair, 
who, I know, will judge rightly of it, 
and on the good - natured fide. As to 
Mr. M's curioſity to Know“ whether 
have been at a Ruſs bagnio,” it merits 
no reply, but the contempt that ought 


to be ſhewn to men of his turn of 


mind, who fancy they have been witty 
when they have ſaid an improper thing. 

I am ſorry you think it neceſſary to 
make an apology for recommending 
any friend of your's to me. Mr. R 
deſires me to aſſure you he will uſe all 
his intereſt to get him employed and 
advanced. A light cold hindered him 
from going to court yeſterday ; fo 1 
introduced the young hero to the feldt- 
marſhal, to whom all military people 
are firſt preſented: he received him 
civilly, and preſented him to her ma- 
jeſty. She ſaid, “ he was a pretty boy, 
3 * and 


* 
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and ſhould be employed ;” but ad- 
ded, © he would want leading-ſtrings 
if he ſhould happen to be in an en- 
« eagement ſoon.” I told the feldt- 
marſhal, ** he had a good deal of ſpirit 
and ambition ;” he ſmiled, and ſaid, 
that was viſible in his perſon.” I 
wiſh you could have contrived to have 
made his perſon look as ripe as his un- 
derſtanding and martial ardour are; 
for both Mr. R— and I have ſtood a 
good deal of raillery on the diminutive 
effeminacy of © my hero,” as he is 
called; but as he is to be employed, it 
is no matter by what means. By this 
time, I doubt, you are quite in the 
yapours at the ſtupidity of, &c. 


LET». 
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LETTER: XXV. 


Peterſburgh, 1735. 

Dear Madam, ; 
II is with great pleaſure I ll you 
our little hero 1s an officer, though 
it is in a low rank ; yet I hope he will 
ſoon advance. The accident of my 
preſenting him at firſt has been the 
occaſion of his being called © the ladies 
<« feldt-marſhal ;” for Mr. R— told 
her majeſty, that © he was under his 
© wife's protection, being recommend- 
« ed to her by ſome ladies, who were 
too ſcrupulous to write to him :” ſhe 
anſwered, © he did well to make me 
“his ſolicitor for him, but that woul-Y 
* not convince her whether he was ca- 
« pable of jealouſy, or not; but as 
"M4 \ — - - 


6 
e ſafe as he thought himſelf now, a few 
« years might make a great alteration in 
* a young ſoldier of fortune, and ſhe 
had a ſtrong prepoſſeſſion he would 
<« be a feldt-marſhal.” This has raiſed 
the young man to ſuch a flow of ſpi- 
rits, that he bridles much. When he 
kiſſed her hand in his regimentals, ſhe 
aſked © how old he was,” which made 
him bluſh extremely, and his inter- 
preter could hardly be grave when he 
anſwered, in ten months he ſhould 


« be ſixteen.” She ſmiled, and ſpoke 


to me in Ruſs, He was very deſirous 


to know what ſhe ſaid; but if I had 
told him, his honour would have been 
affronted: ſo he is eaſy with the 
thoughts that he 1 is eſteemed a man of 
conſequence. 
Jam ſurpriſed to hear you are 
piqued at not ſucceeding between 
the aunt and niece, Could you ex- 
pe&t you ſhould? You ſay, © ſhe 
ce talks 


E 
< talks of her niece with great affec- 
tion, and yet will not hear reaſon.” 
You are too good a judge of mankind 
not to know that thoſe who talk of af- 
fections, never have any; for real 
love and affection cannot be expreſſed 
any more than they can be concealed ; 
words in that caſe are uſeleſs, but the 
moſt trifling action is big with mean- 
ing. You likewiſe expect impoſſibili- 
ties from the niece; for what young 
girl of fifteen, juſt married to a baro- 
net, can think ſhe ought to ſubmit to 
own ſhe has done an indiſcreet thing ? 
| Nay, I really hope ſhe never will own 
ſhe has, for nothing but his making her 
feel ſhe has done wrong, will urge her 
to do it; which I hope will not hap- 
pen. You are merry with my ſaying, 
<« they are very wiſe in talking to you 
of huſbands and children, which is 


like giving young Miſs T— a ſhift 
+06 wto 


E 
© to make, while the reſt of the com- 
* pany are at quadrille;” but you 
have drawn it upon yourſelf. 

I wiſh you would be fo good as to 
make me comprehend the wit of the 
verſes, for I am grown fo ſtupid I 
cannot find it out; but perhaps this 
frozen climate may be an excuſe for 
the want of judgment in your, &c, 


EET: 
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LET TEK 


Peterſburgh, 1735. 
Dear Madam, 


1D you imagine that I am like Don 
| Quixot, and that every thing 
turns to an adventure at my approach? 
for I think I have made you as inti- 
mate with my Ruſſian friends as I am 
myſelf; but one ſarpriſing thing I have 
to tell you, 1s, your old friend, count 
D—, 1s here, and 1s very civil to me. 
This laſt circumſtance is ſo very extra- 
ordinary, that I almoſt imagined he had 
a mind to make love to me; for if 
love can turn to hatred, why may not 
hatred turn to love? But I have lately 


found another motive, which is gene- 
rally 


E 


rally the moſt prevailing, fear; for, 
not long ago, coming on a viſit, and 
finding me alone, he ſaid, © he hoped 
* I would never mention the ridiculous 


affair of lady F— and the fringed 


*© gloves, for it was not true.” I ſaid, 
if it was not, he had no reaſon to 
fear any conſequences from it; but 


however it was, he might be eaſy as 
* tome, for I never ſhould once have 
thought of mentioning it.“ What 


a mean mind this poor mortal muſt 
have, to imagine I could ever think of 
being ſo malicious as to expoſe him in ſo 


ridiculous a light, in a place where the 
ſtory is not known ! But I ſuſpect he 
would have been capable of ſerving 


another ſo, or he could not have enter- 
tained the thought. I am furpriſed, 


when I look back, at the many lines I 


have written on this inſignificant man, 
whom I never thought of conſequence 
enough 


„ 


enough to laugh at; though you will 
at the following ſtory of my uſual ta- 
lent of ſpeech- making. Dining, not 
long ago, at a friend's houſe, the 
whole converſation, all dinner-time, was 
of the odd actions of the king of Pruſ- 
ſia, * and his tall grenacliers. This 
ſubject was not very entertaining to me, 
and I knew nothing of what had paſſed; 
but the words, © tall fellows,” and 
<« Potſdam,” (the place where they are 
kept) rung ſo often in my ears, that I 
was quite glad to ſee the Pruſſian mi- 
niſter come in; as it broke off this con- 
verſation. We vent to look at a fine 
ſet of tapeſtry the gentleman of the 
houſe had juſt bought, in which was 
a Cupid of a monſtrous ſize; which 
the company taking notice of, I juſt 
then took it into my head to ſpeak, 


Frederick II. father to the preſent king. 
and 


( 142 ) 
and ſaid, © it was a Potſdam Cupid,” 
and then wondered what raiſed ſuch a 
horſe laugh, till I ſaw the * Pruſ- 
ſian at my elbow. 

As we are a good deal at our little 
rural retreat, I am not expected above 
one day in a week at the drawing- room, 
ſo have time to ramble, and laſt week 
went to ſee a houſe begun by Peter the 
Firſt, but never finiſned, which is a 
pity; for the plan is very grand; the 
ſituation is much like that of Peter- 
hoff, which I have deſcribed to you. * 
Her majeſty talks of cutting a canal, to 
bring large ſhips up to the city, which 
at preſent they cannot do on account 
of the bar if ſhe does, this palace will 
be the fineſt in the world, for this canal 
will come through the gardens, which 
are very extenſive, and from the houſe 
you will ſee firſt-rate men of war fail 
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through them. You will fay, “ this is 
ea pretty project, but how will it be 
put in execution?“ Why, here, in 
time of peace, the troops are employed 
in ſuch public works, and when they 
are begun, thirty thouſand men are ſet 
to work at once; but as eaſy as it is, I 
hope I ſhall not ſtay here *till it is 
finiſhed, but have the pleaſure in per- 
ſon of aſſuring you, that I am, &c. 
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LETTER XXVII. 


N 1735. 
Dear Madam, N 


yo are too inquiſitive and fond 
of odd things, for me to hope for 
pardon, if I ſhould not tell you of a 
new diverſion we have had at court 
this winter. There is a machine made 
of boards, that goes from the upper 
ſtory down to the yard; it is broad 
enough for a coach, with a little ledge 
pn each ſide. This had water flung 
upon it, which ſoon froze, and then 
more was flung, *till it was covered 
with ice of a conſiderable thickneſs. * 


* In the appendix to Voltaire? s Hiſtory of 
Ruflia, a diverſion exactly ſimilar to this is ſaid 
to be exhibited annually, in the eighth week be- 

fore 


G 
The ladies and gentlemen of the court 
ſit on ſledges, and they are ſet going 
at the top, and fly down to the bot- 
tom; for the motion is ſo very ſwift, 
that nothing but flying 1s a proper 


term. Sometimes, if theſe ſledges meet 


with any reſiſtance, the perſon in them 
tumbles head over heels; that, I ſup- 


poſe, is the joke, Every mortal that 


goes to court has been down this ſlide, 
as It 1s called, -and no neck has yet 
been broken. I was terrified out of my 
wits for fear of being obliged to go 
down this ſhocking place, for I had_not 


only the dread of breaking my neck, 


but of being expoſed to indecency too 


fore Eaſter, which is called the butter-week, 
may be looked upon as the Ruſſian carnival, and 
is ſpent in all kinds of entertainments and 11- 
centiouſneſs, The declivity is there ſaid to be 
„twenty ells in height,” 


L trigbtful 


„ 


frightful to think on without horror, 
and I ſtayed away ſome time almoſt with 
the hopes that ſomebody would break a 
limb, and put a ſtop to it; but at laſt I 
was forced to appear. Somebody cried 
out, © You have never been down,” as 
every one was glad their neighbour 
ſhould be ſerved as they had been. I 
was ready to die on hearing this, but 
her majeſty ſaid, *© my preſent condi- 
e tion made it improper,” and ſo I 
was excuſed. If you take it in your 
head to come here while this laſts, you 
muſt be ſure to have the ſame excuſe, 
or down you go. 

Now to your family affair: One 
would really think you had made very 
ſew obſervations on mankind, or had 
not ſtudied the paſſions (both which 
I think you have done) to hear you 
wonder that you cannot bring either 
of theſe ladies to make the leaſt con- 

| I ceſſion. 


E 
ceſſion. I have already told you it is 
impoſſible, as both are piqued in 
pride. Had J thought it would have 
given you ſo much trouble, I ſhould 
not have engaged you in it; but, I 

fancy, you, madam, with all your rea- 
ſon, have a daſh of that ſomething 
called pride in this affair, and are fired 
at not being able, with ſuch a ſupert- 
ority of underſtanding, to convince 
them ; why, that 1s the very reaſon you 
cannot; for you talk beyond either of 
their capacities, who neither of them 
ever thought more than the chit chat 
of a card-table, or an aſſembly; and I 
fancy, as my capacity comes nearer 
theirs than yours does, I can put you | 
in a better way than arguing. When co 
either of them complains to you of the ; 
other, join with her, and rail at the ab- L 
ſent party, and, I dare ſay, they will both 
fall upon you and unite. This thought 

— =o has 


| ( 148 ) 

has put it into my head to adviſe Mr. 
B— to employ ſomebody to play this 
artifice ; but I doubt he 1s too ſincere 
not to deſpiſe a conqueſt gained by 


art, and therefore would not follow 
the advice of, &c: 
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LETTER SSVRL 


Peterſburgh, 1736. 
Dear Madam, 


Y OU have found a way to take 


a ſevere revenge for the ſcheme 
I only thought of putting into Mr. 
B--'s head, to make me give cha- 
c racters of people ſo out of my 
* way, or elſe not to write to me any 
<« more ;” tho, in the end, you will be 
puniſhed by this command. The duke 
and dutcheſs of Courland (who were, 
you know, count and counteſs of Bi- 
ron) continue ſo much in favour, that 
it is by their frown or ſmile the whole 
empire is happy or miſerable; that is, 
as far as preferments can contribute to 
the firſt, or diſgrace occaſion the laſt, 
There are fo few that one or both theſe 
| L. 3 do 


( 


do not make ſubſervient to them, that 
they have the whole people at their 
command. He has a great ſhare of 
pride, and a great deal of paſſion, and, 
when he is in one, vehement in his ex- 
preſſions. When he takes a liking to 
any one, he is violent in favour and 
commendation, but not ſteady; he ſoon 
changes, without any reaſon, and often 
conceives as ſtrong a diſlike as he 
had a liking before; and when he does 
ſo, he cannot hide it, but ſhews it in 
a mortifying way. He has naturally a 
great reſerve, but while the fond fit laſts, 
is very free to the favoured perſon. He 
is ſincere, for if he either thinks it not 
proper, or does not care to anſwer 
truly, he will give none. He has a 
contempt for the Ruſſians, which he 
ſhews to the greateſt of them ſo pub- 


licly, on all occaſions, that, I fancy, 
it 


(- 152.) 
it will one day be his ruin; * though I 
really believe, his faith to her majeſty 
is inviolable, and he has the good of his 
country at heart. His dutcheſs is haugh- 
ty and ſour, and has a harſhneſs in her 
looks and manner, that forbids the re- 
ſpect it would command; that is, in 


* This opinion was verified by the event.— 
By the will of the empreſs Anne, who died Oct, 
17, 1740, the duke of Courland being appointed 
regent of the empire during the minority of John 
III, excluſive of his father and mother, the prin- 


cipal lords and prelates murmuring at being un- 


der a foreign yoke, annulled this ſettlement, and 
named the grand-dutcheſs, the young emperor's 
mother, regent in his ſtead, The duke of Cour- 
land was arreſted as an _ and tyrant, tried 
in form, and condemned to die; but the new re- 
gent mitigated this ſentence, and baniſhed him 
and his family into Siberia, From thence he 
was recalled after the death of the empreſs Eli- 
zabeth, and reſtored to his dutchy, where he 


died at Mittau, aged 88, in December 1772. 


L 4 any 
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any thing but form; for, to confeſs 
the truth, though I am called a fa- 
vourite with her, and, I believe, ſtand 
as well as moſt in her graces, I do not 
feel that in my heart which J call re- 
ſpect; for the ceremony due to her 
quality is not what I would deſcribe, 
though it is called by the name, and 
ſhe miſtakes it herſelf; for as ſhe is 
{uddenly ſo much advanced in ſtation, 
ſhe is out of her ſphere, and thinks 
that to command reſpect, is to be 
haughty. Had ſhe been a private wo- 
man, ſhe would have been what Dr. 

P— calls © a notable,” and I leave 
him to tell you what ſuch a one digni- 
fied muſt be. She does not interfere 
in buſineſs, or preterments, but affects 
the character of giving all her time, that 
is not taken up in attendance on her 
majeſty to the education of her chil- 
dren, and work. She has ſeen little of 
| the 


„ ( 153 ) 
the world, and is not .remarkable for 
great genius, though no fool, and loves 
dreſs. You cry, © Why ſhe 1s a wo- 
e man, ſo that's no wonder,” It may 
be fo, but leave it to the men to make 


the remark. Thus I have obeyed you, 


and diſpatched two of the great folks 


in our northern climate, and hope 
{though it is to the beſt of my judg- 
ment) it will oblige you to forbid any 
more of the ſame ſort, from, &c. 


LET- 
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LETTER XXIX. 


. Peterſburgh, 1736. 
Dear Madam, | 


FASTEAD of taking off any of the 
_* taſk you impoſed upon me, you are 
requiring more. I thought I had given 
a full account of the duke and dutcheſs 
in my laſt; but you aſk many queſ- 
tions hour them, which I will anſwer 
in order. He keeps his poſt of great 
chamberlain to her majeſty, though a 
ſovereign prince, and ſhe her's of firſt 
lady of the bed-chamber, only with 
this difference, ſince their new dignity; 
ſhe fits down in her majeſty's preſence, 
whenever the princeſſes do, and, on all 


| 546 occaſions, has her hand kiſſed, 
They 


( 155 ) 

They live in the palace, but have all 
the ſame officers of their own that her 
majeſty has, and thoſe of his own ſub- 
jects, and they attend upon them while 
they are in waiting ; that is, he has a 
gentleman of his bed-chamber to wait 
on him, and ſhe has maids of honour 
to wait on her, and when they go out, 
their own liveries and equipages, which 
are vaſtly magnificent. Count Oſter- 
man is vice- chancellor of the empire, 
and all the diſpatch of buſineſs lies on 
him; though the duke directs all.— 
He is thought the greateſt miniſter in 
capacity now in Europe; but as ſin- 
cerity is a quality not thought gene- 


rally neceſſary for that profeſſion, he 


does not let it hinder his effecting any 


ſcheme he undertakes. He is polite, 


and has a good perſon, and when he 
ſhakes off the miniſter, is a very enter- 
taining companion. He is a Welt- 


phalian 
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phalian by birth, and came into this 
country as private ſecretary to a Dutch 
admiral then in this ſervice. Peter 
the Firſt, ſeeing a paper he had tranſ- 
lated into Ruſs, ſent for him, and, on 
talking with him, that monarch's pene- 
trating genius ſoon found he had a ſu- 
perior underſtanding, and took him to 
himſelf, raiſed him by degrees to the 
poſt he now enjoys, and married him 
to a Ruſs lady, of great beauty, birth, 
and fortune, though he ſtill continues 
a Lutheran. He is not covetous, 
for he is poor, conſidering the oppor- 
tunities he has had. He was governor 
to Peter the Second, and the chief 
inſtrument in the ruin of prince Men- 
zikoff; but was near being ſupplanted 
by prince Dolghorucki, who was the 
great favourite of that young monarch, 
and ſome people think, his death only 
prevented the count's ruin, as the fa- 

vourite 


( wp 4 
yourite feared his art and knowledge ; 
a proof of which he had ſeen in Men- 
zikoff's fall. He has been very gal- 
lant, but never cared for the trouble of 
a woman of diſtinction ; ſo his amours 
have made no great noiſe, and now he 
ſeems to regard the ſex only in the light 
of more gay and pretty toys, (to un- 
bend his mind, when he has a leiſure 
hour to fling away in trifles and chat,) 
than the men, who are apt to talk ſenſe 
when he would only hear nonſenſe, I 


know, you think moſt of our ſex moſt 


admirably well qualified for that, and 


are convinced that is the caſe, at leaſt, 


K * 
— N — — 3 hs 70 — 2 oF ps beets _ 9 ed — 2 — r - — 2 r 
r — NE I e EB 9, 22 r 
3 8 — bag! 2 res 4 Ss pew — 8 2 rr 
: 


= 2 
—_— — nh 
N — — 5 1 
— 2 De 2 A 4 8 1 
* n pH ao A. 
e : ba 5 © N 
K ID Gam: © us 
RD er FS . : 2 


* 
7... ˙ m Ae Tron tte rot 


2 << -—> 
eee . 


16 


LETTER x. 


5 Moſcow, 1736. 
Dear Madam, 
Ne quarter, I find; ſo have at you. 

To count Oſterman are added 
two others, who compole the cabi- 
net-council : the one is prince Czer- 
kaſkoi*® of Ruſſia, remarkable for many 
things; the firſt (and in moſt people's 
opinion the beſt) his great riches; he 


* Prince Sunſalei Jacolowitz Czercaſkoi, from 
the Circaſſian Cabaſda, came to the Czar Feder 
Iwanowitz [vit fignifies ſon] and affiſted him 
in conquering the country of Circaſſia, and 
the city of Terki. It is the chief Circaſſian fa- 
mily, and almoſt the richeſt in Ruſſia, having 
near 70,000 peaſants. Appentiix to Voltaire: Hi/- 


tory of Ruſſia, Chap. II. —_ 
| has 


. 

has thirty thouſand heads in family, 
who are his ſlaves, and one only daugh- 
ter to inherit them; next, for his perſon, 
which is ſome degrees broader than 
long; his head very large, leaning on 
his left ſhoulder ; and his belly, which 
is alſo large, to the right; his legs, 
which are very ſhort, always booted, 
even in the drawing-room, on the 
greateſt feſtivals ; and, laſt of all, for 
his taciturnity, having, I believe, ne- 
ver ſpoken more than a certain member 
of another famous aſſembly, that you 
and I know, did in the ſpeech of his 
that was printed ; but his eſtate and 
quality made it neceſſary he ſhould 
have an honourable employ, and he will 
certainly not do much, nor confound 
their council with his cloquence. The 
other cabinet miniſter is count Jyago- 
ſenki; his perſon is fine, he has a coun- 
tenance not of regular features, but 

| great 


61 

great majeſty, vivacity, and expreſſion; 
is tall, and well made. He has a negli- 
gence and eaſe in his manner, that 
would look like a want of breeding in 
any other man, but are ſo natural in him, 
that every one muſt think nothing elſe 
would become him; for, with ſo 
much eaſe that every action ſeems to 
be by chance, he has a dignity that at- 
tracts all eyes in ever ſo large an aſſem- 
bly, as to the principal figure in it. 
He has a fine underſtanding and judg- 
ment, and the vivacity, ſo ſtrongly 
painted in his face, runs through his 
whole character; for he diſpatches 
more buſineſs in one day than moſt 
others do in a week. When one only 
aſks a favour of him, if he has good 
| reaſon, he directly ſays, he will not 
<« ſerve you,” and for what reaſon , if 
he doubts, he fixes a time to give an 
anſwer, and then he fays, © he will,” 
D Or, 

( 


„ 

or, cannot,“ and for what reaſon; 
if he promiſes he will do a thing that 
is aſked of him, he would die rather 
than break his word, He always 
ſpeaks his ſentiments, without flattery, 
to thoſe in high ftations; for if the 
greateſt perſon in the empire did wrong, 
he would ſay fo as freely, as of the 
meaneſt, which, in this country, is fo 
dangerous, that it makes his friends 
daily tremble for him; but hitherto 
thoſe in the greateſt power are afraid 
of him, for he cenſures ſo juſtly, but 
ſo ſeverely, that every body is in awe. 
There are very few to whom he pro- 
feſſes friendſhip, though he ſerves ma- 
ny; but when he does, he is very 
ſteady; nothing, but his being con- 
vinced of ſome notorious failing, can 
move it. He loves to ſhake off the 
incumbrance of ceremonies that attend 
his ſtation, and to dine in a family- 

M way 
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way with a friend, and is then the moſt 
delightful companion one can meet 
with. One inſtance of his humanity I 
muſt give, which will let you judge of 
the man better than all I can ſay. Din- 
ing with us one day, in the way I have 
above deſcribed, (an honour which he 
often does us, as he profeſſes friendſhip 
ro Mr, R-—, and has always done ſo 
to me) I mentioned a poor man (who 
was under her majeſty's diſpleaſure, 
and had ſuffered a long confinement) 
with compaſſion and concern, leſt he 
{hould be offended at my talking of 
buſineſs, when he was come here to un- 
bend; but in a moment, he ſaid, © Mo- 
© ther,” (the name by which he always 
calls me) *I will take care of him, 
but cannot doit yet.” Three months 
paſſed, and I was watching an oppor- 
tunity to remind him of his promiſe, 
which I thought he had forgot, when 


(on 
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(on her majeſty's birth-day) he came 
to me, and told me, the man was re- 
leaſed and in all his employments again; 
and added, © I love that compaſſionate 
< heart of your's, which I have (I know) 
* made eaſter by helping one in diſ- 
« treſs; and never be afraid to apply 
to me, without that diffidence you 
had on this occaſion.” He was a 
great favourite of Peter the Firſt, who 
always called him © his eye,” for, ſaid 
he, if Paul ſees a thing, I ſhall know 
the real truth as well as if I ſaw it 
„ myſelf.” But my paper is my mo- 
nitor to tell you, that I am, &c. 
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LETTER XIE 


; Peterſburgh 1737. 
Dear Madam, 8 | 
1 AM ſtrongly tempted to deceive 
you, and tell you, the gentleman 
you zre ſo charmed with is unmarried ; 
for if he were, I fancy you would 
come hither to try to make a conqueſt; 
but alas! to his ſorrow, as well as 
your's, he has got more wife than he 
knows what to do with, and I would 
adviſe you not to come in his way; 
for, you fee, I have ſome intereſt with 
him, and will get him to ſhew you how 
unreaſonable and cruel you are in your 
treatment of Mr. B—, and, I am ſure, 
you could never withſtand his argu- 
ments; therefore, if you have a mind 
to gain the glorious title of old maid, 
| keep 


6163 * 


keep out of his way, for his penetra- 
tion would ſoon find that your tyranny 
proceeded from Mr. B— s humility, 
and he would conſequently ſo mortify 
you, that yo would preſently dwindle 
into a wife to the man you have made 
ſubſervient to you ſo long. 

J muſt tell you a ſtory of a lady, 
whoſe courage I wonder at, without 
having the leaſt inclination to imitate 
it. The Poliſh ambaſſador and his 
lady were invited to dinner with a large 
company, at count Jyagoſenki's*, and 
as he lives on one ſide of the river, and 
they on the other, in coming over the 
ice, it broke, and let her ſledge fall in, 
and ſhe with great difficulty got out, 
after being up to her neck in water. 
She went home, and her huſband came 
on, made an excuſe for being ſo late, 


* See Letter XXX, p, 159. 
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and told the accident that had hap- 
pened to his wife, with great compo- 
ſure; whether from ſang froid, or joy 
ſhe had eſcaped, I leave you to judge; 
but what ſurpriſed me was, that, juſt 
as the deſert was ſet on the table, the 
lady came in, ſhe having new-dreſled, 
and ventured over the river, and did 
not ſeem at all diſcompoſed, but danced 
with us all the night, and then went over 
the ice again in her way home. The 
whole company made her great com⸗ 
pliments on her courage; as for me, I 
own I looked on the thing in another 
light, and thought it ſuch a mark of 
the levity our ſex is accuſed of, to run 
that hazard for a ball, that I was ſorry 
it was a woman that did it. Since I 
have mentioned this lady, I muſt add 
{omething more of her and her coun- 
try-women. Here have been two more 
Poliſh ladies of faſhion as well as ſhe : 

F- they 


1 
they are fine ſhowy women, in their 
perſons, without being beauties, have 
a graceful mien, great gaiety, but a 
little ſtiffneſs; they all love dancing 
and ſinging, and all manner of diver- 
ſions, and ſeem to be formed with bo- 
dies and ſpirits that can never tire. 
They are very agreeable companions 
for an hour, but are too much for me, 


for a longer time, who, you know, can 


flag, eſpecially with people of inſo- 
lence of ſpirits, if I may be allowed 
the expreſſion. They are very magni- 
ficent in their attendants and dreſs, but 
have ſo much of their national pride, 
and martial manner, that they loſe the 
ſoftneſs of our ſex. But this obſerva- 
tion makes me reflect how much you 
make me act out of my ſphere ; for, in 
ſhort, if the letters 1 write to you were 
to be ſeen, how ridiculous muſt I ap- 
pear! But your deſires are to me com- 
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mands, and acting as I do, is a ſtronger 
proof of my friendſhip than the repe- 
tition of 1t in every letter; as I am 
truly ſenſible of my want of talents 
for what you require of me, though I 
w1ll yield to none in what I value my- 


ſelf upon, being truly and affection- 
25 Sc. 


LET. 
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LETTER XXXII. 


= Peterſburgh, 1737. 
Dear Madam, 
OUR reprimand 1s very kind, for 
my venturing over the river, after 
another had met with ſuch an accident 
as I mentioned in my laſt; but Mr. 
H—, when he told you my danger, 


ſhould have told the motive: I went to 


ſee a ſick, nay dying, lady, who was a 


{tranger in this country, and who muſt 


have been left, in that condition, to 
the care of ſervants, had I not ven- 
tured. And now, I dare ſay, you agree 
with me, that humanity was a ſtronger 
inducement than courage; and thus 
this heroic act (like many others) has 

little 
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little in it, when the whole is known. 
Pray, if you were to walk in the park 
when crowded, ſhould you be able to 
name the company that were there ? 
If not, how can you aſk me © what 
other people compole the court?“ I 

have told you thoſe that govern the 
domeſtic and foreign affairs; the reſt 
only fill the circle, and are compoſed, 
as in moſt other courts, of nulitary 
and courtiers ; though there is a greater 
difference between theſe two claſſes 
here than in ſome other courts. The 
firſt, in general, have a rough ſavage- 
neſs, a ſtalk in their gait, and a 

flerceneſs in their looks and manner, 


that raiſe the idea of the dreadful part 


of their profeſſion, too much, to fancy 
them fit furniture for a drawing-room ; 
though, to-do them juſtice, they have 
it not in their converſation. The others 


are juſt ſuch things as mere pretty fel- 
lows. 


E 
lows are every where, viz. nothing, 
dreſſed fine. In one of my letters * I 
deſcribed a diverſion to you, called 
<« ſliding,” which, I ſuppoſe, made you 
imagine we were all turned rope-dan- 
cers and tumblers ; now we are, I ima- 
gine, to turn dragoons ; for the pre- 
ſent diverſion at court is ſhooting, both 
at a mark, and flying; and from this 
I have not been excuſed, though I was 


from the other, but have once ſhot off 
a gun, they told me, at a mark; indeed I 


was fo frighted, I did not ſee it, but can 
aſſure you, as great a coward as I was, 


ſome of the gay pretty fellows above 
mentioned ſeemed more afraid than 


I; and, I dare ſay, had petticoats been 


exempted from this diverſion, would 
willingly have reſigned the breeches to 
the firſt female that would have taken 


Letter XXVII. p. 145. 
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them; and thus far J agree with them, 
that all women ought to wear breeches 
that chuſe ſuch amuſements ; but whe- 
ther beau, rake, or whatever ſhape I 
may be put into, I ſhall be as con- 
ſtantly as in my own, &c. 
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LETTER XXXIII. 


Peterſburgh, 1737. 
Vives Madam, | 


G URELY you fancy 1 am really 

grown a prude, if you think I 
ſhould have pleaſure in giving cha- 
racers of my own ſex, or would make 
me believe a thing which I could ne- 
ver yet do, that you were really fo; for 
if one or both of us are not of that 
haughty order, we ſhall be content to 
regulate our own conduct ſo as to be 
as blameleſs as women can be, rather 
than ſearch into the conduct of others; 
but as I cannot refuſe you any thing 
you aſk, though I may wonder at your 
alking, I will es we are chatting 
over 


(196: Þ 

over a diſh of tea, and giving our opi- 
nions of birth-day ſuits and Bruſſels 
lace, and will tell you what, and who, 
ſuits my taſte, with as little meaning as 
if I talked of the gown, and not of the 
woman ; and I the more freely do it, 
as whether I commend or blame, it can 
have no bad conſequence, as the per- 
ſons of whom I am to ſpeak are all 
ſtrangers to you, or elſe even you 
ſhould not perſuade me to give my opi- 
nion, though it is of too little weight 
to diſturb or hurt any body. You 
have already had the beſt account I can 
give you of her majeſty, the princeſſes, 
and the dutcheſs of Courland. Madam. 
Arcaſs is governelſs * to the princeſs 
Anne; ſhe was born in Pruſſia, and is 

the widow of a general-officer I think, 
a Frenchman. With him ſhe was in 
France, Germany, and Spain. Her 


* See page 72, 


perſon 


7s 
perſon is extremely fine, though not 
young; her underſtanding naturally 
good, and improved by reading; and 
having ſeen ſo many different courts, 
in moſt of which ſhe reſided ſome time, 
her perſon made people of all ranks 
court her acquaintance, and her un- il 
derſtanding helped her to improve her 4 
mind by the converſation her perſon | l 
had procured ; ſo that ſhe is fit com- [. 
pany for a princeſs or a tradeſman's 
wife, and cannot behave improperly to 
either. In private company ſhe never 
loſes the politeneſs of a court, nor at 
court the freedom of a private compa- 
ny, and in her converſation ſhe has a 
manner that looks as if ſhe tried to 
learn ſomething from thoſe with whom 
ſhe converſes, though I think there are 
very few but muſt be improved by her. 
The pleaſanteſt hours I have ſpent 
fince I left you, (in the abſence of Mr. 
R—) have been with her, though her 


poſt 


( 276 ) 


poſt lets me have leſs of her company 
than J wiſh for; but when [I have it, 
J never fail of being inſtructed and de- 
lighted. She has an only daughter, 
who is with her, and who has inherited 
her good ſenſe and endowments of 
mind, but not of perſon; for, in that, 
nature has been a ſtep-mother to her; 
fo ſhe does not fay half the bright 
things that ſhe would do, were ſhe hand- 
ſome; but as that may be the reaſon 
why one ſex thinks ſhe ſays few good 
things, it may be ſo why the other 
finds out ſhe ſays a great many. But 
ſhe herſelf is this minute come in, ſo 
ſens ceremonie, &c. 
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LETTER XXXIV. 


Peterſburgh, 1738. 


Dear Madam, 


O not fancy you could {et one 

woman to talk of another, nay 
of many others, without having a dat 
of ſcandal, at leaſt, before 1 have got 
through che taſk you have ſet me, you 
will find that I am like moſt of my 
ſex on that head. I have juſt had a 
viſit from a lady who is one of our 
beauties, wife to a Ruſs gentleman 


you remember in Fngland, Mr. L. 


puchin. She is one of the ladies of the 
bed-chamber, and niece to the lady I 
told you the ſtory of, who was miſtreſs 
to Peter the Firſt, * but, the ſcanda- 


Letter II. p. 13, 16. Rl 
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( FE 
lous chronicle ſays, was not ſo hard to 
be perſuaded out of her virtue. She 
and her gallant, if he really is one, are 
very conſtant, having had a paſſion for 
_ each other many years. She has juſt 
now returned a lying-in viſit. When 
ſhe was brought to bed, I wiſhed her 
huſband joy of the birth of his ſon, 
the firſt time I ſaw him, and aſked him 
how ſhe did ? He anſwered me, in Eng- 
liſh, * Why do you aſk me? Aſk count 
Levenvalt; he knows better than I 
« do.” And when he ſaw me quite con- 
founded at this ſpeech, he added, 
_« Why, all the world knows it is true, 
& nor does it diſturb me. We were obli- 
« oed to marry by Peter the Great: at 
<« that time I knew ſhe hated me, and 
„ ſhe was quite indifferent to me, tho? 
e ſhe is handſome. I can neither love 
nor hate her, but continue in a ſtate 
of indifference ; fo * ſhould I be 
© diſturbed. 


1 

* diſturbed at her making herſelf eaſy 
« with a man ſhe likes, ſince, to do 
& her juſtice, ſhe behaves with as much 
* decency as the affair will admit 
of?“ Judge of my confuſion, or 
think what you would have done on 
ſuch an occaſion. I will tell you what 
I did: I left him abruptly, and talked 
to the firſt perſon that came in my way. 
This lady ſpeaks only Ruſs and Ger- 
man, ſo our converſation can be only 
of common things, as I ſpeak but little 
of either; therefore I can ſay no more of 
her than of her perſon, which is really 
handſome, This, methinks, 1s all I 
need to have ſaid, but I could not fup- 
preſs this ſtory, as it appears to me a 
very ſingular one; though I hate my- 
ſelf for the ill-nature I am guilty of, 
which you will hardly pardon in, &c. 
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LETTER 


Peterſburgh, May 10, 17 39. 
Dear Madam, 

1 Am now going to tell you of a lady 
that I fancy you will be charmed 
with. She was a noble Venetian by 
birth, and married an old man, who 
has been many years ſettled in this 
country, though born at Raguſa. ie 
was ſent to Venice by Peter the Great, 
on ſome affair of conſequence, and 
there married this lady, or rather 
bought her, for he is immenſely rich. 
She is now five-and-twenty, tall, finely 
ſhaped, genteel, and graceful; her 
features are pretty ſtrong, but ſhe has 
extremely handſome large black eyes, 
and her whole perſon is very like the 
y de- 


6 


deſcription J have heard of the Roman 


beauties. Her old man keeps her 
very cloſe, and hardly ever lets her 
ſtir, but to court, where ſhe conſtantly 


appears with all the luſtre that the 
moſt magnificent cloaths and jewels 
can give to a very elegant perſon. 
She has a great quantity of prodigious 
fine pearls ; ſo many, that there was a 


ſuſpicion in ſome of our ſex that they 


were falſe, and conſequently a ſtrong 


deſire to know if a ſuſpicion, that 
would have given ſuch delight, were 
true, or not. It is the mode here to 
have buffoons of both ſexes, who are 
privileged to do and ſay a thouſand 
ridiculous things; one of theſe wo- 
men undertook to find out this darling 
ſecret : accordingly, the next time ſhe 


law this lady at court, ſhe talked to 


her in raptures of her perſon, and at 


laſt Sn to kiſs her neck, and 
| , © in 


( wa ) 


in doing it, bit one of her pcarls; 
which the lady perceiving, ſhe gave 
her a box on the ear, and told her, 
« that was to make her remember that 
« 2 noble Venetian never wears falſe 
“ jewels.” T he woman, ſurpriſed at the 
blow, cried out, and faid, © ſhe would 
*, complain to her majeſty,” who was 
anly in the next room, The lady 
very compoſedly anſwered, If you did 
this by her majeſty's orders, you 
% ſhould have told me ſo; if not, I 
& imagine ſhe will be pleaſed that I 
S have corrected your inſolence to one 
« of my quality, without giving her 
« the trouble of a formal complaint.” 
The woman did not appear for ſome 
time, and the affair was huſhed up. 
Now, I fancy, you cry out, Oh 
% how I love her ſpirit-!” and Jong to 
aſk a thouſand queſtions about. her; 
but as 1: told you before, ſhe is never 

= {een 
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ſeen but at court, where only general 
converſations, and thoſe low ones, 
paſs; fo I know nothing of her, but 
 whar I can judge by this one incident, 
which, I own, does not ſeem to me to 
be of a piece with a woman's having 
meanneſs of ſoul enough to give up 
her perſon to age and infirmity for 
money ; for I am almoſt of the Scotch 
parſon's mind, who told the girl that 
had granted her favours for a ſmall 
ſum, that “ ſhe had better have done 
it for God's ſake.” I make no doubt 
that they are equally proſtitutes, and, 
I own, that has placed the lady in fo 
contemptible a light with me, that I 
hardly ſpoke to her, though I was 
ſtrongly tempted to be acquainted 
with her, on ſeeing this; for Þ thenght- 
I. ſaw you blaze forch in this action: 

but ] conſidered you have often told 
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(tun 
me, nothing but your partial friend- 
ſhip could make you pardon my tame- 
neſs, as you call it; ſo I thought it beſt 
to omit it, and without trying to 
make more acquiſitions, reſt contented 


with gs &c. 


( 185 ) 
LETTER N 


Dear Madam, 


| Am very glad you approve of my 
conduct in not getting acquainted 
with the Venetian lady, but am a lit- 


tle mortified at your ſaying “ you love 


her, but know I am not fit to con- 
« verſe with her;“ though your ſen- 


timents of her want of delicacy in her 


choice comfort me a little, for I find 


you only love her becauſe ſhe can re- 
ſent ſtrongly and inſtantly, I think 
ſhe would not melt into tears at a 
harſh word from a friend, a weakneſs, 
I know, you deſpiſe. 
We are all very buſy in preparing 
for the et of the princeſs Anne 

IR with 


' Peterſburgh, June 20, 1739. 
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with the prince of Brunſwick*. I 
believe, I never told you he was 
brought here ſix years ago in order to 
marry her; he was then about four- 
teen, and was educated with her in 
orden to create an affection, but it has, 
I think, produced a contrary effect, 
for ſhe ſhews ſomething. worſe than 
Ratred towards him, contempt. His 
perſon 1s well enough, very fair, bur 
he has an effeminate look, and a good 
deal: of ſtiffneſs, which may proceed 
from the awe he has been kept in ever 
fince he has been. here; for as the 
match is ſo advantageous to him, he 
has been kept at a great diſtance. 
This, and his ſtammering, make it 
diffcult to judge of his capacity. He 
behaved gallantly in two campaigns 
This prince was born in 1714. and is next 
brother to the reigning duke of Brunſwick- 
Wolfenbuttle. Before his marriage, he was de- 
clared generaliſſimo of all the forces, and ſtadt- 


holder of the Ruſſan empire. 
that 


(7 


that he made with feldt-marſhal, Mu- 


nich. It is ſuppoſed his going was 


occaſioned by a deſign the duke of 


Courland had: of matching his ſon to 


the princeſs; for upon her ſhewing 


ſuch ſtrong contemꝑt to the prince of 
Brunſwick, he thought it would have 


a better face, and that he might ſafely 


offer her an alternative. Accordingly, 
laſt week he waited on her, and told 


her, © he came from her majeſty to 


<« tell her ſhe muſt marry, and left her 
„ to chuſe the prince of Brunſwick, 
or the prince of Courland.” She 
faid, „her majeſty's commands. ſhe 
„ ſhould always obey, though in this, 


* ſhe owned, with reluctance; for ſhe 


<« had rather be ſhot than marry either; 
e but if ſhe muſt marry one, ſhe choſe 
e the prince of Brunſwick.” You 


will gueſs, the duke was mortified, 


and the prince ana his dependents as 
much 


| 
| 
| 
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much elated ; and they now ſay, her 
behaviour to him was political, to de- 
ceive the duke; but I fancy ſhe will 
convince them he means no more than 
that, as her inclinations muſt be forced, 
ſhe has this way of ſhocking the duke, 
whom ſhe hates; and indeed ſhe loves 
no body, but, as ſhe has a ſtrong re- 
luctance to obedience, ſhe hates him 
moſt, as he has moſt power; and yet 
ſhe is obliged to be civil to him. 
However, great preparations are mak- 
ing for the wedding, which 1s to be 

celebrated with all the pomp poſſible, = 
and nothing elſe is talked of, When 
it is over, you ſhall have the beſt ac- 
count I can give of it, as, I am ſure, 
that will be your command to, &c. 
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LETTER XXSTE 


Peterſburgh, July 30, 1739. 
Dear Madam, 


bh hs will have ſeen by the papers; 
that our great wedding is now 
over, and fo will expect the perform- 
ance of my promiſe. The marquis 
Botta“, the emperor's miniſter, took 


* Afterwards field-marſhal and commander in 
chief of the Auſtrian troops at the reduction of 


Genoa in 1745, which he oppreſſed with ſuch | 


hard conditions and exactions (though the free- 
dom of that city, as Buonamici informs us, 
had formerly been beſtowed upon his family, 
and he was alſo related to many of the citizens) 
that at length he and his forces were expelled 
by a general inſurrection of the inhabitants. 
Hie died at Pavia, being then the n vicar 
in Italy, in n laſt. 


the 
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the title of ambaſſador, for three days 
only, in order to demand the princeſs | 
in form, in his maſter's name, for the 
prince of Brunſwick, his nephew. 
The marquis went out of town on 
Saturday to St, Alexander's monaſtery, 
trom whence he made his public entry, 
as ambaſſador, into town on Sunday. 
This was much as all public entries 
are. On Monday he had his audience, 
to demand the princeſs ; her majeſty 
ſtood under a canopy, on a throne 
raiſed twelve ſteps, at the end of the 
great hall, a great chair behind her, 
and a table at her right hand, all her 
lords of the bed-chamber placed on 

the ſteps of her throne, and the gen- 
tlemen of the bed-chamber in rows 
at the bottom of the ſteps, the nobi- 
lity and foreign miniſters on the left 
all down the hall in three rows, behind 


each other, and the ladies in the ſame 
manner 


E mor } 
manner on the right. Neither the prins 
ceſs, nor the duke and dutcheſs of Cour- 
land, appeared; but the princeſs Eliza- 
beth, and her court, did. The ambaſſa- 
dor had a great train, and after he had 
made his bows, mounted the ſteps of 
the throne, and put on his hat, while 
he made his ſpeech, but took it off, 
when he delivered the letter. The 
great chancellor anſwered the ſpeech, 
2nd then the ambaſſador withdrew, 
and her majeſty remained in the ſame 
place, and the duke of Woltenbuttle's 
miniſter came and made a ſpeech, and 
delivered a letter, but at the foot of 
the throne, and uncovered. During 
all this there was ſo protound a ſilence, 
that you might have heard a pin drop, 
Except the ſpeeches, which, added to 
the richneſs of her majeſty's dreſs, 
the dignity of her perſon, and the 
finery of all the company, made the 
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ceremony very ſolemn and magnificent. 
As ſoon as the laſt-named miniſter with- 
arew, her majeſty went into the long 
gallery, followed by all the company, 
who ranged themſelves in the ſame or- 
der, and the ſtood under a canopy, but 
without a throne. | When ſhe was 
placed, the prince came in to thank 
her for granting him the princeſs. He 
was dreſſed in a white ſattin ſuit of 
cloaths embroidered with gold, his 
own fair hair, which is very long, 
curled, and all looſe, and I could not 
help thinking he looked like a victim. 
After he had made his ſpeech, ſhe 
placed him on her right hand under 
the canopy. The ambaſlador was 
then ſent for, and placed on her left. 
Then the great marſhal and prince 
Czerkaſkoi * led in the princeſs, who 
Kopped juſt before her majeſty, and 


* See Letter XXX, 
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ſhe told her, © ſhe had given her con- 


<« ſent to the prince that he ſhould 
have her for his wife.” On this the 


princeſs claſped her hands round her 


aunt's neck, and burſt into tears; 


her majeſty ſtood ſome time with a 
grave compoſure, but at length melred 
into tears alſo. Thus they conti- 


nued ſome minutes; till at laſt the 


ambaſſador taok hold of the empreſs, 
and the great marſhal of the princeſs ; 


her majeſty compoſed herſelf, and- 


took a ring from the princeſs, and 


another from the prince, and changing 


them,” returned hers to him, and his 
to her. She then tied his picture 
round her niece's arm, kiſſed them 
both, and wiſhed them Joy.  - The 
princeſs Elizabeth then came to ſalute 
the bride, as ſhe was now called, and 
embraced her in an agony of tears; 


but the empreſs pulled her away, and 
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the princeſs retired to make way for 
others to kiſs her hand, ſhe all the 
while weeping. The prince ſupported 
her, and really looked a little ſilly at 
all this paſſion of tears. As ſoon 
as all had paid their compliments, her 
majeſty withdrew, and all the com- 
pany went home to prepare for the 
wedding the next day. On Tueſday 
all the foreign miniſters had a room 
appointed for them to ſee the pro- 
ceſſion, and another in the church, 
to which they were to go as ſoon as the 
proceſſion had paſſed, becauſe the cere- 
montal could not be ſettled for them to 
in the proceſſion, as no one would 
ſubmit to have the loweſt place. The 
prince went firſt to the church with 
his court, with no great pomp. Then 
the other began by the coaches of 
the people in poſts under the govern- 
went, and the nobility; their equi- 
I pages 
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pages were as fine as could be, both 
coaches and liveries; each of them 


had ten footmen walking before their. 


coach, and ſome had two running- 


footmen beſides, and various whims 


to make a ſhew : one, that I thought 
was as pretty as any, was, two running- 
footmen-negroes, dreſſed in black vel- 
vet, ſo exactly fitted to their bodies, 


that they appeared naked, only fea- 


thers put on after the Indian faſhion. 
After all theſe were paſſed, came 
prince Charles, the duke of Courland's 
youngeſt ſon, in a chariot, with twelve 
footmen walking before, four running- 
footmen, two pages, two hyducs, and 
two gentlemen on horſeback. Then 
prince Peter, his eldeſt brother, in the 
ſame manner. Then the duke, in a 
moſt magnificent chariot, with four- 
and- twenty footmen, eight running- 
footmen, four hyducs, and four pages, 

all 
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all walking before; and, on horſeback, 
his maſter of the horſe, his marſhal, 
and the two gentlemen of his bed- 
chamber; the two laſt had each a ſer- 
vant in their own livery attending 
them. Then came her majeſty and the 
bride, which was a proceſſion of itſelf; 
firſt, came forty-eight footmen, twelve 
running-footmen, twenty-four pages, 
with their governor on horſeback ; ſe- 
cond, the gentlemen of the bed-cham- 
ber, on horſeback, with every one a 
running-footman, who held the horſe 
by the bridle, and two ſervants on 
horſeback, one of them with a led 
horſe, each in his own livery ; third, the 
lords of the bed-chamber on horſe- 
back, each with two running-footmen 
to lead the horſe, and four ſervants 
with three led horſes, in their own li— 
veries, their liveries and furniture of 
the horſe vaſtly rich; fourth, the maſter 
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of the horſe, attended by all the 
grooms, equerries, and riding-maſters 
of her majeſty's ſtables. th, The maſ- 


ter of the buck-hounds, attended by 
all the officers of the hunt, in their 
proper habits. 6th, The under- mar- 
ſhal of the court with his ſtaff. 7th, 


The great marſhal with his ſtaff, each 


with ſervants in their own liveries, as 
the lords of the bed-chamber had. 8th, 
The chariot, which was made to hold 
one perſon backwards, exceſſive rich, 
drawn by eight horſes; in it the em- 
preſs ſat forward, and the bride back- 
ward. She was dreſſed in a ſtiffened 
bodied gown of filver ſtuff, embroi- 
dered with filver, . the ſtomacher all 
diamonds, her own hair curled, with 
four treſſes twiſted with diamonds, and 
a little coronet of diamonds, and a 


great many between the curls of her 


hair, which is black, fo that the jewels 
| O 3 looked 


„ 

looked well in it. gth, The princeſs 
Elizabeth, with her court, which con- 
ſifted of ſeven coaches, and all her 
men-ſervants in their ſtations, as her 
majeſty's were, only not ſo many of 
them. 1oth, The dutcheſs of Cour- 


land and her daughter, in the ſame 


chariot, with her court, as the princeſs 
Elizabeth had, 11th, The wives of 
the nobility, with coaches and ſervants 
as each of their huſbands had, who 
went before the empreſs; the richneſs 
of all theſe coaches and liveries was 
inexpreſſible. They returned from the 
church in the ſame manner, only the 
bride and bridegroom came in a cha- 
riot together, and his court and her's, 
joined, attended them next after the 
empreſs, and every body, except the 
immediate ſervants of the crown, ſtruck 
off in order to be in the great hall of 

| in 


E 
the palace to receive them. They came 
in as follows: 1ſt, The empreſs, led by 
the duke of Courland; ſhe had a ſtif- 
fened bodied gown, (here called a 


robe) of brown and gold, very rich, 
and, I thought, very handſome; a great 
number of pearls, but no other jewels. 


2d, The bride, led by bridegroom, 
his dreſs the ſame as her's, which I 
have before deſcribed. 23d, The prin- 
ceſs Elizabeth, led by the prince Peter 
of Courland. She was dreſſed in a 
robe of pink and filver, very fine in 


Jewels. 4th, The dutcheſs of Cour- 


land, led by her youngeſt ſon; ſhe 
had a robe of white ſattin, embroidered 
with gold, very fine in rubies. 5th, 
Her daughter, led by prince Czerkaſ- 
koi; ſhe had a robe of flowered filk 


on a filver ground. When they were 


in the hall, the ambaſſador came and 
| = made 


3) 
; 
i 
i 
{ 
. 
x 
i 
| 


a — — 


r — — ihe > L 
_— — CE — _ co = — . rm 
7 


— ä —V— — we 7 oi 


—— — 
— eoo————— 
— > ” — — 
——— — — — 


—— een 
1 2 
* „ — — — 
, C R 
5+ 2 + A — 


(620% 


made a compliment of congratulation, 
and all the foreign miniſters did the 
ſame, and then all the company. Her 
majeſty dined at a table with only the 
bride and bridegroom, and the princeſs 
Elizabeth; every one elſe went home 
very weary ; for the proceſſion began 
at nine in the morning, and the clock 
{truck eight at night as we ſat down to 
dinner. At ten all returned to court, 
and the ball began, which laſted *till 
twelve; then the empreſs led the bride 
to her apartment, and ordered no one 
to follow but the dutcheſs of Cour- 
land, two Ruſs ladies, and the wives 
of the foreign miniſters, whoſe maſters 
were related to the prince: there were 
only the emperor's reſident and Mr. 
R—, who had wives of that number, 
and the emperor's reſident's lady was 
ill, ſo I was the only one, When we 
were in her apartment, the empreſs or- 
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dered the dutcheſs and me to undrefs 
the bride; we put her on a white fat- 
tin bed-gown, trimmed with fine Bruſ- 
ſels lace, and then were ſent to call the 
prince, He came with only the duke 
of Courland, in his night-gown ; as 
ſoon as he entered in, the empreſs 
kiſſed them both, and in the moſt af- 
fectionate manner took her leave, went 
in her coach to the ſummer-palace, and 
ordered the great marſhal to conduct 
me home, for all the company retired 
when ſhe carried away the bride, I 
got home, half dead with fatigue, a- 
bout three in the morning. All the 
ladies were in robes, and it is impoſſi- 
ble to imagine the richneſs of every 
one's dreſs, though it was in July, when 
heavy cloaths are very troubleſome. 
On Wedneſday the bride and bride- 
groom went and dined with the em- 
preſs at the ſummer- palace. She came 
| with 
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with them, after dinner, to the winter 
one, where every body was invited 
who had been at the wedding, and ap- 
peared in new again, not the ſame as 
the day before. The bride had a gold 
ground with raiſed gold flowers upon 
it, edged with a thread of brown, and 
the bridegroom a coat of the ſame. 
There was a ball and a ſupper in the 
great hall for all the company. The 
bride, bridegroom, the princeſs Eli- 
zabeth, and the Courland family, ſat 
at table; but as the empreſs never eats 
ſuppers, ſhe walked about all the time, 
and talked to every one with her uſual 
affability. The ſupper was very mag- 
nificent, and a fountain was contrived 
in the hall, which played all the time, 
ſo that one would have thought it had 

always been there. 
Thurſday was a day of reſt, as her 
majeſty found that ſhe herſelf had need 
| : of 
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of it as well as every-one elſe. Friday, 
after dinner, there was a maſquerade ; 
there were four quadrilles, as they are 
called, conſiſting of twelve ladies each, 
beſides the leader of each quadrille. 
The firſt was led by the bride and 


bridegroom, who were dreſſed in 


orange-coloured dominos, and little 


caps of the ſame, with a ſilver cock- 
ade, and a little laced ruff round the 
neck, tied with the ſame ribbon; and 
their twelve couples were all dreſſed 
the ſame, among whom all the foreign 
miniſters and their wives were placed, 
whoſe maſters were related either to 
the prince or princeſs. The ſecond 
was led by the princeſs El:zabeth and 
prince Peter, in green dominos and 
gold cockades, and their twelve couple 
the ſame. The third by the dutcheſs 
of Courland and count Soltikoff (a re- 
lation of the empreſs) in blue dominos 

and 
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| hd pink and filver cockades. The 
fourth by her daughter and youngeſt 
ſon, in pink dominos and green and 
ſilver cockades. All the reſt of the 
company were in what dreſſes each 
thought fit. There was a ſupper for 
the four quadrilles only, in the long 
gallery; the table had benches wand 
it, fo placed as to look like a turf 
bank, and the table the ſame; the ta- 
ble and benches were covered with 
moſs and flowers, ſtuck in as if grow- 
ing, and the ſupper, though very 
magnificent, was ſerved to look like 
a rural entertainment. The empreſs 
walked about all the evening un- 


maſked. 
On Saturday her zelt and all the 


company dined at the new married 
couple's apartment, where was the ce- 


remony of their waiting at table, which 
in 
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is uſual for the bride and bridegroom 


in that country to do. After dinner 
there was an opera, at the theatre in 
the palace. 

On Sunday there was a maſquerade ir in 
the garden of the ſummer - palace, 
which was finely illuminated, and a 
firework in the river, which runs by 
the ſide of the garden. Every body 
dreſſed to their own fancy, ſome very 
pretty, and ſome very rich ones. And 
thus ended this grand wedding, from 


which I am not yet reſted, and what is 


worſe, all this rout has been made to 
tie two people together, who, I believe, 
_ heartily hate one another: at leaſt, I 


think, one may anſwer for it, that is 


her caſe, and ſhe ſhewed it throughout 
all this week's feaſting in a public 
ſhocking manner, and continues to 
treat him with the utmoſt contempt, 

_ when 
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when out of the empreſs's ſight *.—[ 
beg you will not take it into your head 


* This would almoſt induce one to think, that 
the princeſs had a pre-ſentiment of the unhappy 
_ conſequences of this match to herſelf and family. 
Her fon, John III, being depofed in his cradle 
(as mentioned in a former note p. 73.) in 1741, 
ſhe and her buſband were baniſhed to Riga, 


where (if living) they have ever ſince conti- 
nued; and their fon, unfortunately born heir 


to the Rufſian throne, at length fell a victim, 
in 1764, to the jealouſy of the preſent em- 
preſs, being put to death by two officers of 
the garriſon of Schluſſelburg, where he was 
impriſoned, on pretence of an infurreQion being 
made in his favour, by one Baſil Mirowitz, 
grandſon to the firſt rebel that joined the famous 
Mazeppa. The manifeſto publiſhed in vindica- 
tion of this action, is almoſt as unaccountable as 
the action itſelf, and is equally repugnant to 
common ſenſe and common humanity. Lord 
Cheſterfield, in one of his letters to his ſon, 
written ſoon after, expreſſes himſelf as follows: 
% You aſk me what I think of the death of poor 


« Iwan, and the perſon who ordered it, You 
| 16 may 
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to aſk any more queſtions about this 
wedding, for I have troubled you with 
a confuſed heap of ſtuff already, that 


I am aſhamed of; but there was ſo 
much of it, that it quite fluttered my 


head too much to give a relation of it 


plainer to be underſtood, nor will my 
head or hand allow me to ſay more, 


than that I am, &c. 


% may remember, I often ſaid ſhe would either 
murder him or marry him, or both: ſhe has 
<« choſen the ſafeſt alternative; and haf now 
„completed her character of femme forte, above 
„ fcruples and heſitation. If Machiavel were 
« alive, ſhe would probably be his heroine, as 
«© Cæſar Borgia was his hero,” Machiavel be- 


ing no more, Catherine II. is the heroine of 


Voltaire, who, befides many other elogiums, 
has ſtyled her, in the dedication of his Philo- 
« phy of Hiſtory,” the protrectreſs of arts 
© and ſciences, as worthy by her genius to 
« judge of ancient nations, as ſhe is to govern 
4% her own.“ 


THE 


„ 
— — — — — 


M*. 
ICY 


The SUCCESSION of the FAMILY of ROMANOW, 
now reigning in RUSSIA. | 
I 


MICHAEL TRHEODOROWITZ ROMANOW, 
Son of Philaretes Archbiſhop an Rotow, 


b. 1596 
.choſen Czar 1613 
d. 1645 
2 
ALEXIS MicnyatLOwiTzZ, 
b. 1630 
© = ye 
=O 43.3 4-1. | 4 3 1 
Simon _TrroporE Jonn II. Eudoxia PETER I. T CATRHERINE I. Sophia 
„ b. 1657 d. 1696 b. 1670 * | b. 1689 Co-regent 
„ d. 1682 m. 1684 m. 1689 | the Great m. 1712 d. unm. 
Ad. before their | <6 2747 | DB. 192 | d. 1727 1704 
a father = Es d. 7 | | 
CC TTL 
Catherine Anne Alexis, Peter Anne ETLIZZABETAH 
m. to the D. of b. 16093 Czarowitz, & b. 1708 b. 1713 


Mecklenburgh- m. to the B. of b. 1690 Paul m. to the D. d. unm. 
Schwerin 1716 Courland 1710 d. in priſ. d. before of Holſtein- 1762 


d. 1734 d. 1740 1718 their fath. Gottorp 1725 
| . = En | V 3 
6 11 | 
Anne | Pere n. . rg Nie II. 
m. to Prince b. 1715 thalia b. 1726 the preſent 
Anthony of d. 1730 - 0; 2729 - -. depaſed--: Empreſs 
Brunſwick- | | 5 b. 1729 
Wolfenbuttle 1739 „„ died m. 1745 
Regent 1740 | | in 1762 
baniſhed 1741 8 | | 
. 1744 | 5 55 
| 
— 
* Joann III. two other ſons Paul ta Princeſs 
4 b. 1740 and three daughters Grand Duke, of 
depoſed 1741 | | b. 1754 Heſle- 
murdered 1764 = Darmſtadt 
TY 1774 


N. B. The figures over the names meu the order of ſucceſſion. 
John II. and Peter the Great were joint ſovereigns, and 
7 Sophia Co-regent, till 9 


